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DETROIT LOOKS BACKWARD TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS 
David Reynolds Page 


From Montreal in the spring of the year 1701 came the adventurers into the upper 
country. Up the Ottawa River and into the broad blue waters of Lake Huron came the French- 
men in their canoes. To them belong the distinction of being the first to tread the river 
bank which the early settlers termed "the North Coast of Detroit." The village on the river 
sprang up, as Mr. Clarence M. Burton said, like the wonders of a magician. On July 23 the 
place was a wilderness; on July 24 a stockaded village of 100 souls; in eight months it was 
a rival of Montreal and Quebec in trade, with a population of 6000 beings, the metropolis of 
America. From all quarters the Indians came to gather around Fort Pontchartrain, the little 
village of Antoine de la liothe Cadillac. Cadillac hac left iiontreal on June 5, taking with 
him M. de Tonty as captain, Messrs Dugue and Charcornacle as lisutenants, with fifty soldiers 
in blue coats with white facings, fifty emigrants and two priests. No list has survived to 
reveal the names of the bold soldiers and first emigrants. But we do know who were here dur- 
ing the first decade of the new settlement when the founder, Cadillac, held the reins of gov- 
ernment. Also in ir. Burton's directory of Detroit, 1701-1710, appear the names of several 
persons who came to these shores solely for business reasons but whose homes were in Lower 
Canada. 
deaths of the French, according to families, is deposited i I Burton Historical Collection 
where it is material of inestimable value to the student of | it family history. 

Some family names of those who resided at this far-flung outpost 1701-1710, 
descendants live in Detroit or in nearby communities are: Barroi Barthe, Beaubien, Boyer, 
Campau, Drouillard, Dubois, LeDuc, iaillet, Parent, Chene, see (called St. Aubin), Cheva- 
lier, Ducharme, Dupuis, Esteve, Fafard dit Delorme (now Delormte), Giradin, Guoin, Hubert dit 
Lacroix (now Lacroix), Lemoyne de tionier, Lescuyer, Livernois, Masse, Picard, Renaud dit Du- 
val, Rivard de Lorange, Roy, Stebre dit LaJeunesse, Trottier, Turpin and Vaudry. 

In several cases the new village did not become the residence of the 
early attracted to this shore. Julian Bariteau dit Lanarche came here on lay 
did not stay. It was his grandson, Charles Bariteau dit Lamarche, b. at Longueil, Lower Can- 
ada, May 26, 1743, who settled here. He moved to Sandwich, Ontario, a few years le where 
he died Sept. 10, 1810. His descendants are to be found today in the vicinity of Sandwich. 

The brothers, Peter and Joseph Bazinet, came to Detroit, April 2, 1707. But they 
did not remain here. Peter's grandson, John Louis Bazinet, moved his family to Sandwich, 
Ontario, or the "Cote de Misere" as it was then termed. Some of his descendants moved to 
Detroit. Many reside near lLiount Clemens and New Baltimore, iiich. 

John Francis Peltier came to Detroit 1705-6. He married here Mary Louisa Robert. 
Their descendants reside in Detroit, lionroe, Toledo, lit. Clemens and Port Huron. After the 
death of her husband, Mary Louisa Robert married John Louis Campau. Her brother Peter 
Robert is the ancestor of the Roberts of ilonroe and vicinity. 

Robert Reaume came to Detroit in 1702 but did not settle here. 
and Peter Reaume, resided here after their marriages and are the forebears o 
Detroit and Windsor, Ontario. 

As Father Denissen has said, Detroit owes a great deal to the French mothers of 
18th century. A tremendous burden fell upon them during the first few years of our city's 
existence. The people were forced by circumstances to safeguard themselves from prowling 
savages, and to exercise gallantry and vigilance. They possessed the supreme quality of p 
tient endurance to trials, were faithful laborers, building heroic character in themselves 
and a stable government founded upon these virtues. 

Cadillac chose the site of his trading post with remarkable foresigh 
the waters of the great inland seas. In this birthday year of our great city, t us pause 
to honor him and the people of the past who were here at the beginning. We salute you! 


Father Christian Denissen's great work of compilation of baptisms, marriages and 





The BARLY FRENCH FAMILIES of Detroit ana their background in America, prior to the 
founding the city in 1701, were recounted at the April meeting by irs. Lurtime Riell 
(nee Bondy descended from several of these lines. Her talk provoked an interesting series 
of contribution by others of our members interested in the field, notably Bacon Vaughan. 
ir. Riell's ancestor William Couture (meaning a "stitch or seain" and now generally spelt 
Cutcher, to approximate the pronunciation - a formidable obstacle faced by most Snglish- 
Speaking cenealogists working in this field), came to this continent as a sort of lay mis- 
Ssionary with the Jesuits, being refused sacred orders tecause of the fortune to which he was 
heir in France. After some time at Three Rivers, Quebec, with the now sainted Fathers Goupil 
and Jogues, he came in 1042 to Huronia, east of Georgian Bay, and was captured with them by 
the Indians. Though variously tortured, Couture, unlike some of the martyrs, survived until 
1645 when he was sent by the Indians to seek peace with the French, and, heeding the counsel 
of the juaw who had "adonted" him, he eScaped. A great-great-greatecrandson, Dominic Cou- 
ture, wi settled near Lionroe, leaving on a trip to Detroit, was scalped with three compan- 
left seated, dead, against a boulder. This boulder was still visible not 
£0 in onroe. 
ancestor whose pioneer days at lionroe were described was Feter Srancheau. Iirs. 
maiden name stems from Thomas Douaire de Bondy, who came early to Three Rivers and 
dropped the "de", a distinction that would bave been inherited by her oldest brother. Jo- 
sevh Sondy, grandson of Thomas, came to Detroit in 1750, and married Anne tiarie Campeau, of 
the wide-spread local family. Urs. Riells creat-great-great-uncle Bondy married an Indian 
chief's daughter, a hiami, and was so well liked by his in-laws that the tribe adopted the 
jame Condy - and the Bondy Indians were lately living on an Oklahoma reservation. 
s. Alfred Bondy of Windsor, Canada w present, and, in an incident that typified 
the international spirit of genealogy, tal} of his ancestor who was killed in the War of 
1cél2, dying as he recrossed the river after an attack on Detroit. 


An important but little-understood overseas field - that of _ cEes - was thor- 
shly discussed by Er. Edward Lioore, native Detroiter now resiGent in New York City, on 
12th. He was an Neen Atte welcome surprise guest speaker. ilany important Irish 
rds, both publi privat have been lost in the various Irish rebellions, especially 

hose of 1644, 1798 anc ) 22 In 1798 it was the records principally of County Wexford. In 
the seige and fire he Public Records Office of Dublin resulted in the destruction 
the records that had been gathered there from all parts of Ireland since 1810. These 
are being reconstituted from original records wherever possiodle. Church records that had 
not been denosited in Dublin (about 50%) still survive in the churches. The wills, dating 
from the 17th century were lost but an index with abstracts, made about 1810 is available 
in the Genealogical Office, Dublin. Other records still available are the court record and 
the Parliament of Ireland records up to 1800. These latter conatin mech general and genea- 
logical information, such as the list of persons suffering property losses in the 1798 re- 
bellion. Northern Ireland now has a Public Record Office and has collected records in Glas- 
w Since 1922. Other denositories of records of various kinds are, the Registry of Deeds 
(not burnt in 1922), Trinity College, the Genealogical Office (formerly Office of Arms), and 
the National Library of Ireland. The heads of the two latter institutions, Dr. Hayes and 
lliss P. D. Bustace, will recommend searchers for inquirers. lilicrofilms of all documents in 
the Genealogical Office have been deposited in the Congressional Library and in the Library 
at Salt Lake City. Helpful publications include 13 volumes of tombstone inscriptions by the 
Dublin Parish Record Society and a pamphlet issued by the American Irish Historical Society 
in 1935, civing sources and helps in tracing Irish genealogies. 
Heirlooms, especially those associated with Detroit history, were presented and the mem- 
ories and incident clustering around them were related by several members of the Society, 
concluding an exceptionally entertaining and educational meeting. 





REV. JOHN MONT 
Henry D-. Brown, Lirector Letroit Historical Society 


John Monteith came to Detroit in 1816, as a result of a letter signed by Gov. Lewis 
Cass, Henry J. Hunt and James Abbott, in response to their urging "to introduce the Gospel 
in Detroit." lénteith had just finished his work at Princeton Seminary, and had under con- 
Sideration an offer of a professorship at Dickinson College, Carlisle, Penna., which he de- 
clined to accept the call to Detroit. 

John Monteith was born August 5, 1788, in Gettysburg, Penna., and in his youth 
lived on a farm near Youngstown, Ohio, near the Pennsylvania border. His parents, both born 
in Scotland, joined that great army known as the American Frontiersmen. 

Before starting on his journey, in June 1816, he was licensed to preach, and was 
ordained as a Thinister on a return trip to Princeton, May 12, 1617. He arrived in Detroit 
after a rough voyage of 40 hours across Lake Erie and on Sunday, June 30, preached his first 
sermon in the old Council House, which was located on the southwest corner of Randolph and 
Jefferson. 

Although he carried on the work of a minister from the time of his arrival in 1816, 
the First Evangelic Society was not organized until March 27, 1818. The highest number of 
communicants which he records was thirty, and this from a population of some four hundred 
which hailed from other states, or Britishers who had remained after the transfer of sover- 
eignty in 1796. The great bulk of the more than two thousand citizens of the Detroit Area 
in this period were descendants of the early French habitants, who were parishioners of St. 
Anne's Parish under the well known Father Gabriel Richard. 


In January of 1819, Kionteith set out on a trip which was to take him as far as 
Washington and Charleston, South Carolina, to solicit funds for a church building for the 
mission church at Detroit. He went armed with letters of introduction signed by Lewis Cass, 
Henry J. Hunt, DeGarmo Jones, John Hunt and Austin Wing. The governor and judges gave a lot 


to the church society on the east side of ioodward Avenue, between Larned and Congress streets. 
A simple frame church was erected and dedicated February 27, 1820 with the election of elders 
J.J. Deming, Levi Brown and Lemmel Shattuck. 

The building of this church was perhaps stimulated by the fact that Father Gabriel 
Richard after what must have been a most exasperating delay of thirteen years after the de- 
struction of St. Anne's Church in the fire of 1805, was able to lay the cornerstone for the 
new St. Anne's on June 9, 1818 on the N.E. Corner of Bates and Larned. Years passed before 
its completion in 1826. 

On Sunday, July 22, 1821, Monteith preached his final sermon in Detroit and soon 
set out for Clinton, New York, where he was to take up the position of Professor of Ancient 
Languages in Hamilton College. The Society still owed him the sum of 3764.00, nearly two 
years salary, for which he was given due bills, which were never redeemed. 

Monteith's sojourn in Detroit was made notable by many events and activities. His 
friendly association with Father Gabriel Richard was particularly noteworthy in view of the 
lack of tolerance current in that time. Although these two ministers of the gospel were 
equally staunch in their differences with respect to ecclesiastical matters, they worked 
with surprising harmony in numerous civic projects. The most noteworthy was the founding of 
the public school system, known as the Catholepistemiad or University of Michigania estab- 
lished in September 1817. Monteith was named President and Richard, Vice President with 
seven and six proffessorships respectively at a salary of $25.00 and $18.75 a year. Although 
both Richard and Monteith are known to have taught classes at the elementary level, there 
is no record that any collegiate work was carried on by either. 

Other civic activities included (a) founding secretariat and library of Detroit's 
first library, and a journey to New York with $420.00 to purchase its initial stock of books; 
(b) the founding of the oral and Humane Society, the first communitywide social agency; (c) 
carrying on a community singing class and Bible study classes and a Sunday School; (d) going 
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in company with a group of Detroiters on a "land looking expedition" which is commemorated 

by a marker at Woodward and 143 llile Road; (e) founding the first Presbyterian Church in 

Michigan, that of Monroe on January 13, 1820. a 

The register of church records kept by Konteith during his ministry in Detroit was 
located and found a final repository in the Liichigan Historical Collections of the Univer- 
sity of Michigan as the result of a rather interesting sequence of events. 

During my association with the University Collections from 1937 to 1946, there was 
a careful search made to locate records and papers of early University officials. Fragments 
of a diary and of some letters of iionteith's had come to the University previously. Philip 
Bursley was engaged in preparing a pamphlet each year to be used in the orientation program 
for new students. The Presidents of the University were in turn used as a theme. It was 
Professor Bursley's custom to visit and photograph the graves of each. lLionteith was buried 
in Slyria, and while Professor Bursley was in that city to take the photograph he learned 
that members of the family still resided there. 

“With this information at hand, I wrote to the family, and received a very gracious 
reply stating that there were a few items in an old trunk, and that they would be happy to 
have me visit the old home and inspect these items. They also expressed some surprise over 
the connection of John Monteith with the founding of the University. My visit and examina- 
tion proved most profitable. Among the papers were the remaining portions of his diary kept 
while in Detroit, some sections in French, an Indian language study he was making, the list 
of his library at the time he left Detroit, and the register of baptisms and other records 
reproduced here. A:thrilling climax to this search was the discovery on a second visit that 
the library which he listed was in large part still in existence in the house. Through the 
generosity of the family, these manuscripts and books were placed in the Michigan Historical 
Collection of the University of Michigan. The library includes one of the Richard imprints 
which was a present from Richard to lionteith. 

The First Evangelic Society soon incorporated as the First Protestant Society con- 
tinues today as the corporate title of the First Presbyterian Church of this city, which is 
now located on Woodward at Edmund Place. ra 


Parish Record of J. Monteith 


June 27th 1816. Arrived at Detroit. 

June 30th. First sermon - Luke 11, 10. “Behold I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
Shall be to all people." Previous to this no English or Protestant ilinister had ever 
been employed by the people. I find here 3 professors of religions, 2 of them Presby- 
terian and one Episcopalian. 

Sept. 26, 1817. Examined and approved Wm. Little and his wife, the latter to be baptized. 

Nov. 2, 1817. I administered the Lord's supper on this day with the assistance of hir. Larned. 
Besides ourselves 6 communicants. Austin E. Wing and Harriet his wife regular members. 
Majora Maxwell the same. Mrs. Sarah biacomb, regular in the Ep. Church. Mrs. Audrain 
reg. in the Methodist and satisfied me in conversation. lirs. Frances Smith admitted up- 
On examination. Communion, assisted by Rev'd Sylvester Larned. Commuinicants 8. 

Blessed be to God for this beginning. 

Jan. 20, 1818 at Gross Point. Preach. Acts. 2, 38. Baptized Lucy Little, formerly examined. 
Baptized Marjora Hannah Miller. Baptized the children of Mrs. Haskins who was examined 
and received, vis; Harriet Caroline perhaps 10 and Henry perhaps 7 years. 

10, (or 16), 1818. Urs. Stead - not a communicant - dies apparently in hope of the Gospel. 
11, 1818. Ruth, wife of Abraham Edwards on examination and publick profession. Hannah 
Roby, wife of John S. in like manner. Hugh ll. Dickie, certified, came here Jan. 29th 1818. 

Baptisms same date. Ruth Edwards (it being doubtful whether she was before baptized) 
together with her six children; Thomas, Alexander, Henrietta, Henry, Ann & Abraham, also 
Hannah Roby. 

July 12 1818 Detroit. The Lord's Supper celebrated. Commnicants 14, 7 men and 7 women. 

For the first time Mrs. Edwards, Lrs. Roby and Mrs. Haskins. * 
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Sth River Rouge. Admitted Joshua Howard who had been a com. in Eaton, Liass. (?) His 
wife Hepzibah Perkins on exam. to be baptized. Ruth, wife of Warren H(oward) or exam. 
and Catherine wife of Edw. C- Howard. 
9, 1818 Publick worship at W. Howards. Bapt. Hepzibah and child Nancy Aurora; for 
Ruth H(oward), Marie Louise; for Catherine H(oward) Edward Chetwin Ridden. 
11 (or 14 or 17), Detroit. Baptize Julianne Skinner, infant of Austin B. & Harriet 
Wing - privately on account of ill health. 
10th, 1818, Detroit. Baptize Josephine Lee, infant of G. L. Smith & Frances, the lat- 
ter a member in the evening at a prayer meeting at their house, che child being out of 
health. 
11. Communicants sixteen, several absent from bad health. Baptisms same day. The 
children of lirs. Hannah Roby, Sarah Elizabeth & Henry liessenger. Admitted previously 
and communed today, Juliann E. Woodbridge, wife of William. 
1819. Death. Hugh H. Dickie. 
20, 1819. Baptize Tisdale for Warren & Catherine Howard, - the latter professing. 
Julianne Trumbull and William Leverett, for Wm. & Julianna T. Woodbridge, the latter 
being a church member at a meeting in the Ev. at their own house on account of her in- 
ability to be out. 
11, 1619, Detroit. Royal Johnson & his wife Deborah, from examination considered as 
members of the church, and this morning partook of the Lord's supper in their own house 
with A. E. ing & wife, Mr. Johnson having no prospect of being able to attend church. 
The man had been instructed by a pious mother but neglecting all his religious advan- 
tages, he engrossed his mind with mercantile business and even became hostile to reli- 
gion, & so continued till last Jan. when he was brought to bed & became alarmed. He 
sent for me- I visited him often. He seemed convinced of his sins & of the vanity of 
his own righteousness although he had been what is called a moral man. Yet he felt 
the necessity of b???7? (il-) himself to Jesus Christ in whom he seemed to have found 
comfort before I left him which was on the llth Jan. When I did not expect to see him 
again. But he survived & was able to be about when I returned in June. Was then faith- 
fully attending to family worship but soon after was taken down again & now he's not 
expecting to rise. 
10, 1819. Margaret Hughs received on certificate, aged 74. 
llth. Communion. Communicants 23. Catherine Jones, wife of D'Garmo received on certif- 
icate, having been several month here but out of health. 
14th, 1819. Royal Johnson departs this life in perfect peace. 
25, 1819. Baptized an infant Margaret for John Ramsay. Baptized an infant John for 
Capt. Keith's wife. 
23, 1819. At a meeting for the purpose on account of the illness of the mother (bapt.) 
Caty Ann infant of S. Tucker, the mother professing. 
26, 1819. On examination. For Skog (7) a@ soldier & wife, members of the Ep. Church, 
Ireland, a child Joseph Perry, sick privately. 
Visiting Information. Mrs. Howard - wife of C - has not been baptized, is serious and 
well disposed. The same may be Said of lirs. Davinport. Jane, colored woman, serious, 
not baptized, sick. 

April 30, 1820. Baptized Tolcott an infant son of Austin E. & Harriet Wing. 

June 5, 1820. Baptized in private on account of ill health, Almira Wilcox and her children, 
Mary Ann, Charles & liyra. 

Aug. 15, 1820. At a prayer meeting at Henderson's, George infant of G. & Helen Campbell 
certified from the Kirk of Criech Scotland. 

Mar. 3, 1820. Mrs. Sherwood admitted to church. 

Mar. 2, 1820 John J. Deming appt'd Clerk. 

Mar. 19, 1820. Bapt administered to Oliver Henry Johnson, infant son of Widow Deborah Johnston. 

Lay 27, 1820 ttiss Rosanna Williams approved for admission to church. Admitted May 28th with 
Mary Stead. 

July 23, 1820. Admissions lirs. Sarah S. onteith & Liss Melva J. Deming on Certificate. 





Marriages 


June 8, 1817. Between Francis L. Betton & Harriet Kirby, from the Church of England, they - 

both having been members of that church. 
July 23, 1818 at the Raisin between Oliver Johnson & Hliza Disbrow both of that place. 
Dec. 21, 1818. Ev. at Major Larned marry Reynolds li. Kirby & Harriet Larned. 
Aug. 9, 1819. John B. Varnum to Catherine Dodemead. 
N 11, 1819 at Gross Pointe marriage between Jacob Hilert & Harriet Williams. 

3, 1820 Detroit. Joined in Marriage Charles Kellen of the Army & Eliza Scott of this 

city. 

16th, 1820, Detroit. Joined in marriage Charles Abraham Wendall of this city & Jane 

ieldrum of the Cote du Nord. 
July 4, 1827, Clinton, N.Y. at widow Gridley's, Wiggins to Lirs. Mingsten. 
July 18, 1827. Clinton, at my house, Barnabas Pond to Phebe Tenny. 





A FORD BIBLE RECORD 
Contributed by Muriel F. Link, Grand Rapids, Mich. 


The following record was copied November 20, 1946, at the Salvation Army Store in Grand 
Rapids, siichigan, from H. & E. Phinney's Stereotype Edition of the Holy Bible, published in 
Cooperstown, N.Y. 1824. 

Isaac Ford was born Febrary the 12 1778 

Sally Ford was born April the oth 1783 

William Ford was born July the 5th 1801 

Betsey Ford was born Larch the 12th 1804 

Sarah Ford was born April the 30th 1806 

Margaret Ford was born Sept. the 19th 1808 

Clarra Ann Ford was born Nov- the llth 1811 

Jane Ford was born ilarch the 4th 1814 

Silas Ford was born October the 4th 18618 

Eliza Jane Ford was November the 5th 1824 

Daniel B. Ford was born January the 22 1830 


Sally Ford died June the 18th 1842 

Clara Ann Ford died January the 4th 1815 
Jane Ford died January the 4th 1815 
Betsey Ford died October the 13th 1834 
Daniel B. Ford died December the 31 1848 





DETROIT LOOKS BACKWARD. “Joseph Campau (1769-1863) was a marvelous French gentleman, all 
of the olden time and with such friends as Monsieur Pierre Desnoyers, Major Antoine Dequindre, 
Jean Baptiste Beaubien, Capt Frank Cicotte, Charles hioran constituted a society of true ac- 
complished, real gentlemen and ladies from whom in manners, conversation, sociality, true 
politeness in business affairs, the new comers of Detroit may well take lessons today." 

Of interest are the marriages of the Campaus of early Detroit. Before the year 
1800, Campaus had married into the following families: Robert, Buteau, Catin, St. Aubin, 
Peltier, Viger, Bondy, Marsac, ilenard, Bourdeau, Godet, Dumay, Couture, Riopelle, Lenfant, 
Boyer, Thiriot dit Capucin, Pepin, lioran, Chauvin, Bienvenue dit Delisle, Leblond dit Dupont, 
Cloutier, Godfroy, Cuillerier dit Beaubien, Reaume, Drouin, Meloche and Thiberge. 7 





SOME ESSEX COUNTY, ONTARIO FAMILIES 
David P. Botsford, Custodian, 
Fort Malden ituseum, Amherstburg, Ontario 


The settlement of Detroit grew around Fort Pontchartrain and the Fort owed its being to 
the economics of the fur trade. It is true that other interests helped in the development 
of Detroit. The influence of the Church was always strong at the French Court so the church 
was co-existent with the fort and thus the Indians of the area early received the ministra- 
tions of the missionary fathers. The location of the missions had a bearing, as we shall 
see, on the pattern of settlement in Essex County. 

As was to be expected the settlers during the French regime, that is until 1760, were 
French. They were almost entirely drawn from two groups, one of former soldiers, both men 
and officers, who were disbanded or received their discharge at Detroit and who remained to 
become farmers, minor officials, craftsmen, and merchants. The other group came to Detroit 
as participants in the fur trade. They were the canoe men engaged in the carrying trade be- 
tween Montreal and Detroit as well as the more venturesome men who penetrated the Indian 
country. Most of these men, engaged in the fur trade, were natives of Quebec while the for- 
mer soldiers were for the most part directly from Old France. 

The town of Detroit was palisaded and its buildings clustered around the Fort. Its 
site was about the location of the present Federal Building in downtown Detroit. Bach of 
the farms fronted on the river and the owners, commencing in 1734, were granted them in per- 
petuity for nominal annual payments in grain. In a few years more the line of farms on what 
is now the United States side extended up to Lake Ste. Claire and on the lower side of the 
Fort down to the Pottawatomie villages. 

Now we enter on the settlement of what is Essex County. About 1747 settlement began on 
the present Canadian side. New farms on the American side were becoming too distant from 
the town and the protection of the Fort. In considering some of the factors which had oper- 
ated to prevent the simltaneous development of both river banks we must recall the exist- 
ence of Indian villages and settlements and the location of the Missions, and the fact that 
the river would be impassible at times owing to flowing ice. The Indian villages were lo- 
cated where there was desirable land. They were the Ottawa village on the present site of 
Windsor opposite Belle Isle, the Huron village at Sandwich, and the Huron corn fields at the 
mouth of the Canard which were occupied only at seasons of planting and harvest. There is 
mention of small bands of Objibways at Pelee Point and near the mouth of Big Creek in Mal- 
den township. Old forts and villages of which only vestiges remained two centuries ago 
were located at the forks of Cedar Creek, two or more locations in Colchester township, two 
or three*village sites in Malden and three forts, and one in Rochester. 

As the Mission sites were on the Bssex County side of the river we should also bear in 
mind that as a general policy settlements of Buropeans were discouraged in the vicinity of 
Missions. This from the observed fact that the white man's profession of faith did not al- 
ways coincide with his behaviour. 

Whatever the reason for the later start of settlement on what is now the Canada side, 
living there was considered less desirable than on the opposite shore. Quite often it was 
the newly-wed who made it their place of residence, and the old folks on the Detroit side 
would say their offspring had gone over to the "misery Side." Officially, though, the set- 
tlement was known as that of Petite Cote in reference to its lesser extent of coast, being 
on the inside curve of the river as compared with Detroit. This name Petite Cote endured 
until iy own time when two names emerged from the former Petite Cote - that of La Salle and 
Ojibway. Objibway is itself on the way out as three adjoining municipalities are at the 
present time attempting its annexation. 

Here in Petite Cote the first road in Ontario was laid out. It is now 200 years old 
and is at present designated King's Highway No. 18. The first settlers along its length 
were ancestors of many who to-day still farm on the original homesteads. Other descendants 
are found elsewhere in the County but these names are familiar to us on both sides of the 
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river -- Chauvin, Campau, Lajeunesse, lieloche, Moran, LaButte, Chene, St. Aubin, Lauzon, 
Deneau, Trembley, Seguin, Hebert, Beaubien, Gamelin, Reaume, Pillette, Delisle, Champagne, 
Godet or Marentette. Thirty years more and many other familiar names appear -- Parent, Pare, 
Mailloux, Janisse, Quelette, Goyeaux, Beniteau, Labellan, Barron, Langlois, Dumouchelle, 
Charron, Tourneau, Lesperance, Berthiaume, Labadie, Antaya, Ladore, Trudelle, Thibault, 
Nantais. 

It will be recognized that most of those names were once found in the Detroit side, but 
if less prominent now it is only because they have become but a small fraction in the present 
huge population of the city of Detroit. In Essex County it is different. Few of us realize 
it but there are 50,000 French-spe&king persons within 50 miles of the Detroit City Hall. 

It is a fact that the French population is at an all-time peak in Bssex as it is elsewhere 
in Canada. About one-third of Canada's present population is of French descent, and it is 
the largest single fraction among the native born, enumerated by racial origins in Canada. 

The conquest of Canada and the surrender of Detroit to liajor Rogers in 1760 brought the 
next change in the settlement of Essex. English-speaking merchants, largely of Scottish an- 
cestry, set up establishments in Detroit, and the clerks and discharged English soldiers be- 
came settlers. However, it was not until the American Revolution had been fought, won and 
lost, that the new element became a factor in the settlement of the County. The first group 
that came in were officers and men of the Indian Department who by private treaty with the 
Ottawas had secured for themselves the equivalent of a township at the mouth of the Detroit. 
These men were headed by Col. McKee, formerly the Indian Department representative at Fort 
Pitt, who occupied a similar position at Detroit. Others were Capt. Mathew Blliott, Capt. 
Caldwell, both formerly from the vicinity of Pittsburg where they had been Indian traders 
prior to the War. All three had Indian wives. 

Governor Hay at Detroit acquiesced in this private Indian surrender and ordered Survey- 
or Fry of the British establishment at Detroit to assist in laying out the frontage of the 
lots, cutting hiuself and Sir John Johnson, Superintendent of the Indian Department in on 
the deal by reserving lots of four acres frontage. The clerks and interpreters in the Indi- 
an Department also came in for shares, and we find in addition to the names already mention- 
ed, those of Capt. Joncaire, Simon Girty, Adhemar St.Martin, Duperon Baby, Capt. Lalothe, 
Isadore Chene, Capt. Chabert, and Capt. Charles Reaume. Of these only Caldwell, Elliott, 
Girty and Reaume became actual settlers, though all the Indian Department lands were occu- 
pied, “and mostly by those who had had some service in the Indian Department. 

The Mathew Blliott homestead still stands, though in a very bad state of repair. It is 
the oldest house in the Province of Ontario, and older than any residence existing in Ohio, 
Kentucky or Michigan. It was lived in until 1913 and for many years had served as a tenant 
house, as Elliott's son had built @ new residence nearby in 1830. We have reason to believe 
this house was built in 1784 with the aid of some 60 slaves Blliott brought with him from 
Virginia. It is probable most of the slaves fell to him as booty on the various raids con- 
ducted from Detroit and in which he as a leader of the Indians took part, and no cash entered 
into their acquisition. 

It is singular but only the name of Reaume is still to be found on the Indian Department 
lands. There are Girty descendants living elsewhere in the County, (my wife is one of them), 
and there are Caldwell and Blliott descendants in Detroit and elsewhere, but as far as I know, 
none of the name, the female lines carrying the descent. 

The Revolution's close brought the first great influx of settlers. The disbanded Loyal- 
‘ist and partisan corps were promised lands in the loyal Provinces of Nova Scotia and Quebec 
and many turned northward to take advantage of the offer. Other Loyalists, who had been 
dispossessed of their property by the Continentals were refugees gathered here and there and 
these too were offered new homes in the loyal provinces. Essex County was only on the ex- 
treme fringe of this movement and our distance from the seat of government at Quebec was the 
cause of many vexatious delays which slowed and hampered the settling of the Loyalists. 

Some 30,000 Loyalists were moved from New York principally to Nova Scotia which was 
soon divided and made into the new province of New Brunswick. Others travelled overland and 
were settled in what is now the eastern counties of Quebec; still others crossed into what 
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Became Upper Canada in 1791 and settled along the St. Lawrence, the Bay of Quinte, and Ni- 
agara. 

In 1784 Col. DePeyster commanding the posts in the Upper Country, ordered the masters 
of the King's vessels on Lake Erie to receive on board free of charge all Loyalists, with 
their effects, gathered at the lower end of Lake Erie, who chose to settle at the mouth of 
the straits, meaning of course the mouth of the Detroit. Capt. Caldwell projected a town 
site on part of his land which was to be called Georgetown, but this never developed past 
the map stege. Meanwhile, the Loyalists were congregating at Detroit - often arriving in a 
State little better than that of starving refugees. Rations were issued to them from the 
commissary and they, with their families, were quartered on Belle Isle except for the few 
who could find employment among the shops or farms of tife Detroit settlement. 

Here they remained until the Government's promise of lands for the Loyalists was forth- 
coming. Bach Loyalist head of a family, and each child as it attained the age of 21 was en- 
titled to 200 acres, beside the now treasured privilege of employing the letters "U. 8." af- 
ter their names to indicate their adherence to the principle of "Unity of Empire." 

As the Loyalists had straggled in from the East the Detroit commandant of the time had 
furnished each Loyalist with a "location ticket,® but until surveys were made these were 
practically valueless. To assist in settling the Loyalists each District in the Province of 
Quebec had a Land Board. The Detroit settlement was embraced within that called the District 
of Hesse, which in 1792 - after the Province was divided into the two provinces designated 
Upper and Lower Canad@ - became two counties, that of Essex 4nd Kent. Kent at that time em- 
braced the north coast of present Essex County and the entire territory west and north which 
Great Britain claimed, -- thus all of the present State of Liichigan and mech more was then 
part of Kent County. In the first election to the Upper Canada Parliament two members were 
returned for Kent County - William Macomb and J.B. Baby, both of whom were residents of De- 
troit. Essex County, which then included that part of present-day Kent south of the river 
LaTranche, returned David W. Smith, @ Lieutenant in the British Army, formerly stationed at 
Detroit but then at Fort Niagara. 

It was decided that the Loyalists at Detroit would be settled on what is now the Canadian 
side. This in anticipation of the eventual surrender of the Posts at Oswego, Niagara, De- 
troit, Mackinac, and Green Bay, which had been so far held by the British though their sur- 
render was one of the terms in the Treaty of Peace closing the Revolution. The delay in 
turning over Detroit and the other Posts arose because the British chose to use them as hos- 
tages, @s it were, until certain other engagements on the part of the individual States and 
the Federal Government were complied with - as the restoration of confiscated property, res- 
toration of civil rights so old debts could be sued for, and other financial bitter pills. 
Also the British had inherited from France at the time of the Cession in 1760 some engage- 
ments of France on the part of the Indians to preserve the Ohio country forever 4s Indian 
territory. I will not mention the fur trade 4s influencing the British. But let us not 
fight the Revolution over again and get back to our mutton. 

When the members of the Land Board set about their task in 1789 they found that nearly 
all the land in Essex was already claimed by either earlier settlers as those in the Petite 
Cote and above the Huron Church, or by the Indians, or speculators who held large tracts on 
the strength of Indian deeds, the purchase by the former Indian Department officers being a 
sample. 

It took several years before all the difficulties were removed. In the meantime some 
hundreds became weary and returned to the States. A petition forwarded to Quebec in 1791 
stated 100 able young men had left. Another letter recites the difficulties of the Loyalists, 
no tools to proceed with clearing, and so forth. First of all the Land Board had the Indian 
Department make @ treaty with the Indians whereby all the lands westward of Long Point on 
Lake Brie, around the coast up to the St. Clair River were ceded, thus extinguishing the 
Indian deeds. However, the Indians taking part in this cession, Ottawas, Ojibways, and Wy- 
andotts reserved for the use of the Wyandotts or “Hurons" the Anderdon Reserve of 35 square 
thiles, and a smaller Reserve opposite Detroit, adjoining the Church property. Surveys then 

7 were ordered and made all around this length of coast, and both sides of the La Tranche, 
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which in 1792 was re-named the Thames. 

The portion we are concerned with is the newly surveyed “two Connected Townships" in 
the southern part of Essex County usually referred to as the "mouth of the river® though 
actually some miles down the Lake Brie coast. Here our United Empire Loyalists at last 
found a resting place. Some 90 lots were laid out from the mouth of a small creek east of 
Cedar Creek westward to the marsh lands claimed by the sons of Col. Caldwell, and a little 
later 15 lots were laid out e@st of the original range. The division point is at the present 
town of Kingsville, and Division Road there takes its name from that fact. The list of Loy- 
alist families that "stayed put" is not a long one. There was considerable trading and sell- 
ing of locations but by the time the War of 1812 came along the area had become pretty well 
stabilized. I have two lists, muster rolls of the Bssex Militia for the period comprised in 
the time of the Battle of Lake Erie, which will appear at the end of this article. But I 
will name those whose descendants are still living in that general area to-day -- McCormick, 
Little, Young, Wright, Clingsmith (now plain Smith) Armstrong, Brush, Baldwin, Boring, Dow- 
ler, Elliott(Mass.), Fox, Ferriss, Halstead, Huffman, Knapp, Levergood, Lypps, Lockhart, liun- 
ger, Quick, Roach, Shay, Stockwell, Ulch, Fulmer, Mickle, Bruner, Butler, Augustin, Iler, 
Girty (Thomas), McLean, Walotte, Neville, Steward, Scratch, Tofflemire, Whittle, Wigle, Wil- 
liams, and Wilkinson. The other n@mes are those who removed to other :-parts or are unknown 
to me for some reason. 

We have also what we call the "Late Loyalists." They were comprised of those who chose 
to remove from the American side after Jay's Treaty cane into effect in 1796. Amherstburg 
had its start at that time. Fort Malden was built on the lower Detroit at a point selected 
by Surveyor-General Collins just opposite the north end of Bois Blanc Island, and a town 
soon arose just south of the Fort. Frederickstown was first proposed 4s a name but Lord 
Jeffery Amherst dying about that time, the name was changed &s a tribute to his long service 
in the British Army. Amherst had been for a time the Commander-in-Chief in America and at 
the time of his death was Commissary-General of Great Britian. 

A certain date in 1798 was given as the dead line for the Loyalists to take up their a- 
bode across the river if they wished to claim the Loyalist land grants. For some this meant 
a second tearing up of roots for some of the Loyalists from the Bast had become esteblished 
on what is now the American side while waiting for the tedious windings of the Land Board to 
unfold. The Macombs had settled a number on Grosse Ile, among them the Ilers and the Foxes. 
Most of the merchants made the change as well as the officials. To them it was a definite 
move to the "Misery Side" as they had to abandon fine homes. One new resident found a reme- 
dy for that, however. He had a new house standing near the Rouge which he did not wish to 
leave, so he carefully took it apart, made a raft of the logs and erected it again in Am- 
herstburg where it stills stands occupied - the oldest house in Amherstburg. 

Courts had been set up in Detroit and the new Court House was erected as near the old 
one as was possible, Sandwich becoming the County town, and the second town to develop in 
Essex County. 

After the fire at Detroit in 1805 both Amherstburg and Sandwich were larger towns for a 
number of years. However, the population of Amherstburg has been static for a long time and 
to-day it is only about 3500. For many years it was a French-speaking town or at least bi- 
lingual es the names of its early settlers show many of French origin. Sandwich too, was 
French until comparatively recent times and the shop-keepers either spoke French themselves 
or saw to it that they had a clerk who could. Sandwich has become merged into the city of 
Windsor. ° 

After the War of 1812, growth was slow until Col. Talbot started his well-known settle- 
ment scheme. liost of his efforts were further east but the road that was cut through the 
center of the County and which for many years bore his name, (now Highway 3) was settled al- 
most entirely by emigrants from Great Britian and Ireland. He had a horror of Americans and 
American institutions, and he personally examined every @pplicant for land to ascertain his 
lack of republican sympathies. The next portion to be settled was another road cut through 
from the east mid-way between the Thames and Lake St. Clair on one side and Col. Talbot's 
settlement on the other, and accordingly called the Liiddle Road, now Highway 98. The set- 
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tlement started en that road in 1838 though the road had been staked out ten years before. 

The settlement of this road was a reflection of the times. Successive crop failures in 
Ireland started that heavy emigration to Canada and the United States that brought so many 
fine people to make their mark on this side of the Atlantic. The Middle Road drew its share 
and we find the names of O'Connor, Byrnes, Mahoney, O'Neil, licCarthy, Halfor, Scully, O'Cal- 
laghan, Farrell, Farrow, Shanahan, Gallagher, Costigan, Tracey, Mullens and many others with 
Irish family names. Just @ little later, again as a result of happenings in Europe, we have 
a number of German families who fled Germany as political refugees having taken the losing 
side in the up-risings for constitutional government in Germany. So we find the families of 
Knister and Klie with others related to then. 

Now we are to speak of @ group that also came to Essex County as refugees - the Fugitive 
Slaves. On account of Essex County's projection far down into the States, it was the easiest 
point for &@n escaping slave to reach if coming from Kentucky or western Virginia. Authori- 
ties differ as to the number of slaves who did escape, some placing it as high as 30,000. 

It is certain that number is too high but from the lists we have at the Fort lialden Lluseum, 
it is evident that there were some hundreds settled in certain townships, and in some thev 
constituted the majority of the residents. Often they were assisted in their escape by a- 
gents of anti-slavery societies and upon their arrival in Amberstburg or Sandwich they would 
be outfitted with fresh clothing and provided with rations until such time 4s they were able 
to fend for themselves. ijany became farmers and settled principally in Colchester, Anderdon, 
Malden, Sandwich and Maidstone townships. There were little communities that have long 
Since disappeared which bore such names as Gilgal, Pleasant Valley, Liount Pleasant, New Ca- 
naan, Haiti and Marble Village. These were a church-going people and they organized some 
new churches for themselves. They were for the most part Baptists and iiethodists, a few 
Presbyterian and a very few Catholic. 

A list of their names sounds like calling the roll of Virginia and Kentucky aristocracy. 
We have Washingtons, Randolphs, Fairfaxes, Lees and Harrison and so on. As time passed the 
descendants of many of these families returned to the States and now the colored persons are 
comparatively few in Essex County, and the majority are now town dwellers. 

In 1850 Essex County was entering the modern age. Various railroad projects had been 
talked of for some 20 years and in 1854 the Detroit frontier was for the first time connected 
with the east. Windsor, which had grown from & small village clustered around the ferry 
landing opposite Detroit, became the terminal, and rapidly forged ahead of all the other ur- 
ban centers in the county. By that time Leamington, Kingsville had made enduring starts. 
Essex town was still in the forest, while other then flourishing villages have disappeared or 
degenerated to @ pin point on the map. To-day Essex has @ population of about a quarter 
million, half of it in the suburban area in and around Windsor. 

Here we will leave the subject. All honor to them who hewed and endured - who gave such 
a sample of tolerance, proving that many races can mingle and live in harmony in one small 
county though composed of m@ny races. ‘ 


ASSESSiJENT FOR MALDEN AND AMHERSTBURG 1812-13 





Collector of Rates: Thomas Boucherville Assessors: William Wills, James Gordon 
Amount Assessed £71. 1. 2. Provincial Currency 


Gustavus Arwison Wray? Scott Francois Bertrand John Baptist Lalonge 
William Smith Thomas Lidwell Sarah LicDonald Eustache Reneaud 
Joseph Pinaud Joseph Drouillard Francois Biett Louis Viginal 

Thomas Diguay Antoine Duclos Alanson Elliott John Robertson 
George Wood Jean Baptiste Laframboise Alexander Buchanan Francois D'eau 
Francois Lesperance Pierre? Laframboise william Searl Charles Beaubien 
Thomas Boucherville Alexis Laferty Peter Geauvreau John Goff 


Manuel Meek ? Joseph Sabourin Pierre Beland Simon Bertrand 
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Francois Alen 


Pierre Peltier 
Benjamin Hall 
Michel Petre 
Antoine Campau 
Joseph Graveline 


Benjamin L'ukan 
Sarah Robarard 


Jeremiah Lockhart 


Jacob Kemp 
Paschal Reaume 
William O'neal 
William Wright 
Charles Usher 
Jonethon Hartley 
Elisha Cornwall 
Samel Choat 
Pierre Barron 


Jean Baptist LeClerc 
Charles Pouget 

John B. Brisbois 
Baptiste Bernard 
Joseph De cauld 
Joseh Morin 


Francois Reaume 
Simon Girty 

Charles Reaume 

James Rouss 

James Pigott 

James Shay 

Farquhar lcKensie 
Mathew Blliott 
William Mills 
William Caldwell, Sr. 
William Caldwell, Jr. 
James Caldwell 


Jacque Beaudoin 
Joseph Langlois 


Robert Innis 
Alex Maisonville 


Tambert Geissar 

Alexis Legrave 

Joseph Toumia 
Benj@min Charles Bondy 
Francis Meloche 

Jacque Meloche 


Melden 


John Baptiste Barth, Jr. 


Robert Woolsey 
Thomas Be@uvis 
Frederick Nolette 
James Gordon 
Capt. G. B. Hall 
Hon. Alex. Grant 
George Bains 
John Wilson 
Wheeler Cornwall 
John Boyle 
George Ironside 
Timothy Murphy 


liichel Pepin 
Gabriel Boisiea 
Vinvent Depocad 
Pierre Galemanld 
William B. Wright 
Daniel Batchelor 


William Bell 
William Fleming 
Charles Fortier 
Robert Reynolds 
William Duff 

Mrs. Reynolds 
William Blliott 
James Chitten 
Etienne Bissonette 
Francis Butler 
William Leaberry 
Robert Richardson 
Effy Baker 


PAY LIST of a Detachment of the lst REGT.BSSBX MILITIA 


in the New Settlement from the 2nd to the 20th September 1813. 


Provisions none having been issued to them within the said period. 


Capt. William Caldwell 

Lt. William McCormick 

Ensign Nicholas Lytle 

Sgt. John Young 

Sgt. William Wright 

Sgt. Jacob Clingsmith 

Sgt. James Price 

Pte. John Armstrong 
David Austin 
Jairus Brush 
Nathan Baldwin 
Francis Butler 
Benjamin Baldwin 
John C. Brush 
Edward Butler 
Russel Baldwin 
John Brown 
Esekiel Boring 


Capt. William Buchanan 
Lt. John Little 
msnsign John licCormick 
Sgt. John Fullmer 
Sgt. John Mickle 

Sgt. Alex. licKinzie 


Silas Brush 
Siman Cammel 
Bryan Chaffee 
John Dowler 
John Davis 
Robert Dowler 
Richard Dowler 
Jacob Decamp 
Thomas Elliott 
John Elliot 
Adam Fox 

Isaac Ferris 
John Gillan 
James Gambel 
William Harffy 
Thomas Harper 
Jacob Halstead 
John Hewit 


Thomas Bell 
George Bruner 
Chester Beéman 


John Harding 
Henry Huffman 
Oliver Hunter 
lichal Klingsmith 
Isaac Knapp 
Benjamin Knapp 
Daniel Knapp 
George Levergood 
John Lyps 

Henry Lypps 
George LaLongueille 
Louis Lavois 
James Lockhart 
Joseph hunger 
George lieyers 
James Piggott 
William Pardo 
Samuel Pardo 


Henry Bruner 
Adam Bruner 
Alex Augustin 


James Burk (Jacque Bourque) 
James Burk No. 2 (James Bourk) 


Jacob Butler 


John Davis 


No stoppage for Rations or 


John Quick 
Cornelius Quick 
Joseph Quick 
Maurice Roach 
Richmond Rhoads 
Robert Roberts 
Adam Stears 
Henry Stark 
Timothy Shay 
Isaac, Stockwell 
William Sweitzer 
John Tourneau 
Jacob Ulch 
Benjamin Vickers 
Joseph Wilsony 
Philip Wright 
Henry Wright 
Thomas Wright 
Asa Wilcox 


Solomon Eslette 
George Friend 
Charles Friend 
Philip Fox 
George Fox 
Jacob Fox 





Michael Fox David Lloyd James Steward John Whittle 

Henry Fox Samuel lickee Leonard Scratch John Weighly 

John Fox Thomas McLean Henry Scratch Joseph Weighly (Wigle) 
Jonas Fox Joseph Malotte William Toffelmire Isaac Williams 

Thomas Girty Theodore Malotte John Toffelmire William Wilkinson 
George Garden Louis Michellin Abraham Toffelmire James Wilkinson 
Samuel Horton Edward Neville Jacob Toffelmire Francis Wilkinson 
John Hitchcock,Sr. Joseph Phelps Archibald Washburn Alexander Wilkinson 
John Hitchcock, Jr. Joseph St. Aubin Thomson White Thomas Whittle 

John Lebeau Charles Stewart David White Thomas Williams 





A WILSON FALILY 
Compiled by Ruth Ramah Clawson 
Sioux Falls, S. Dakota 


I. JAMES WILLSON, m. Ann According to the family Bible that belonged to this couple 
they had the following children: 
1. William Willson, b. April 15, 1772. 
2- Benjamin Willson, b. June 2, 1774. 
3. NATHANIEL WILLSON, b. July 27, 1776. 
- Betsey Willson, b. Dec. 11, 1778; m. Leonard Williamson Sept. 6, 1799, in Bedford 
County, Virginia. 
Fanny Willson, b. Feb. 3, 1781; m. James Reid, Sept. 24, 1798, Bedford Co. Va. 
- Peggy Willson, b. Sept. 25, 1784. 
Dinah Willson, b. June 22, 1786. 
Sally Adams Willson, b- July 18, 1788. 
James Adams Willson, b. Sept. 11, 1790. 
Viney Willson, b. Nov. 1, 1792. 
- Jessie Willson, b. Apr. 4, 1797; died when a young lady. 


II. NATHANIEL WILLSON, b- July 27, 1776, was a slave owner and planter in Bedford Co. Vir- 
ginia. He married Mary "Polly" Harris, an English woman, on Nov. 17, 1796, in Bedford 
County. Nathaniel Willson, with his parents, part of his brothers and sisters and 
their families, moved westward before 1820. They were probably in Preble Co., Ohio in 
1814. Later he was in Berrien Co., Mich., where he died in Marh 1858. He was buried 
in kt. Zion Cemetery, near Dayton, Liich. 

Children of Nathaniel and Mary "Polly" Willson: 

l- Permelia Willson, b. Nov. 24, 1797, Bedford Co. Va-.; m. Benjamin Redding 1815, 
Preble, Co.-., Ohio. 

Patsey Willson, b. Oct. 19, 1799, Bedford Co., Va.; m. Mathew Redding. 
. Yilliam Willson, b, Jan. 13, 1803; m. (1) Sarah Green; m. (2) Sally Morris. 
. HARRISON WILLSON, b. Apr. 13, 1805; Bedford Co., Va. 

Sophia Willson, b. Apr. 27, 1607; unmarried. 

6. James Harry Willson, b- Aug- 30, 1810, eight miles from Winchester, Va.; m. (1) 
Nancy Kingery; m. (2) Mary Ann Davison; m- (3) Lydia Butterfield. (See Berrien Co., 
Mich. History, p- 237.) 

Nancy Willson, b. Feb. 3, 1813; m. ----Needham. 

Sally Willson, b. Sept. 3, 1816; m- Isaac Phillips. 

Benjamin Willson, b. Apr. 30, 1818; m. Roslinda Ferguson. 

Nathaniel Willson, b. Sept. 15, 1822; m. Ann Dearduff. He was an early settler in 
Berrien Co. Mich. (See Berrien Co. lich. History). 
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III. HARRISON WILLSON, b. Apr. 13, 1805, Bedford Co. Va.; m. Rebecca Landon in Preble Co. 
. Ohio in 1827. He was a school teacher. They moved from Ohio to i/jabash Co., Ind. be- 
fore or during the first part of 1832 and from there to Berrien Co., Mich., where he 
died Mar. 20, 1841. Rebecca (Landon) Willson m. (2) John McGowan in 1847. She died 
im Delaware Co., Iowa Apr. 5, 1895. 
Children of Harrison and Rebecca Willson: 
1. Mary Jane Wilson, b. May 24, 1828, Preble Co., O.; m. John Drybread, 1844; d. Apr. 
5, 1909, Greelsy, Iowa. 
. Nathaniel Wilson, b. July 22, 1830, Preble Co., O-; d- June 5, 1897 in Michigan; 
m. Amanda Egbert, 1853. 
. James Wilson, b. Sept. 13, 1832, Wabash Co., Ind.; d- in Lovel, Iowa; m. Lucy 
Potter in Michigan. 
Isaac Wilson, b. Apr. 3, 1835, near Attica, Ind-; d. Sticklerville, Missouri while 
visiting his brother Peter. His home was in Iowa. 
5. PETER LABAN WILSON, b- Oct. 1, 1837, Berrien Co., Mich. 


IV. PETER LABAN WILSON, b. Oct. 1, 1837, Berrien Co., Lich.; d. Jan. 23, 1928, Green City, 
Missouri. He was married Nov. 26, 1864 in Berrien Co., hiich. to Samantha A. Smeed, the 
Rev. D. R. Mansfield officiating. Nathaniel Wilson and Elizabeth Pierce were witnesses 
at the wedding. Peter Wilson moved to Sulivan Co., Ho. in May 1869, where he lived 
near Bute and engaged in farming and clerking in @ general store in Bute. Later he 
moved to Sticklerville, Lio. where he clerked in the store which he later bought. He 
moved to Green City about 1910. Samantha (Smeed) Wilson died in Green City on May 20, 
1914. She was of the 7th generation in a Smeed line going back as follows: Emery Smeed 
6, Zebina Smeed 5, Asa Smeed 4, William Smeed 3, John Smeed 2, William Smeed 1. (See 
New England Historical & Genealogical Register 
Children of Peter and Samantha Wilson: 

1. Wealthy Dana Wilson, b. Oct. 31, 1865, Dayton, Hich.; d. Feb. 26, 1890 Sticklerville, 
Mo.; m- James M. Dillinger, Sept. 3, 1883. 

2. Fred Lawrence Wilson, b. Aug. 20, 1868; m. (1) Malinda Hensley, who d. 1894; m. (2) 
Nancy Wills, 1895. 

- Katie Marie Wilson, b. Nov. 3, 1874; m. Joseph Lintner, Jan. 1, 1892; d. Nov. 4, 1918 

- Mary Lou. Wilson, b. Nov. 8, 1877; d. Apr. 7, 1914; m- Oscar Allen, Sept. 15, 1900. 

- ROSS L. WILSON, b. Sept. 30, 1880, Bute, lio.; d. Aug. 5, 1941, Green City, Mo.; m. 
May 11, 1900 Nellie A. Leas, dau. of William Thompson Leas and Rebecca Ann Springer. 
The Leas line goes back as follows: William Thompson Leas 5, John Wesley Leas 4, 
Daniel Leas, Jr. 3, Daniel Leas, Sr. 2, Leonard Leas 1. The first 3 generations were 
of Adams Co. Pa-; John Wesley Leas lived in Preble Co. 0. The Springer line goes 
back thus: Rebecca Ann Springer of McDonough Co., Ill. 7, Lewis Hardin Springer, 
Washington Co-, Ky- 6, Charles Springer, Frederick Co., Md. 5, John Springer 4, 
Charles Springer 3, Carl Springer 2, Charles Springer, Wilmington, Del. 1. 

Children of Ross L. and Nellie Wilson: 
1). William Otto Wilson, b. May 21, 19Cl near Sticklerville, Mo.; m. Jane Catherine 
Bailey. 

2)- Bernice Fay Wilson, b. Dec. 29, 1902, near Sticklerville; d. Sept. 9, 1903. 
3). RALAH CORRINE WILSON, b. Feb. 10, 1904, " * >; m- Russell Fay Claw- 
son, son of Charles and Mary (Smith) Clawson, b. Aug. 16, Cincinnati, Iowa. 

Their children: a. Richard Wilson Clawson, b. Quincy, Ill. 
b. Mary Ann Clawson, b. Chicago, Ill. 
c- Jean Zlizabeth Clawson, b. Watertown, South Dakota. 
Ray Carlos Wilson (twin), b. Feb. 10, 1904; d. Aug. 13, 1904. 
» Mabel Ivis Wilson, b. Jan. 10, 1908, Green Castle, iio-; m. Dean Martin. 
Roscoe Clyde Wilson, b. Feb. 1, 1914; d. March 7, 1914. 
Robert Glenn Wilson, b. liar. 20, 1918, Sticklerville, iio.; m- Mary Elizabeth 
Griffin. : 





THE VAUCHERE FRENCH-CANADIAN-AMERICAN LINE 
Compiled by Mrs. Jessie McIlroy Smith 
Concluded from April 1951 


Margaret (L'Estage) Vauchere survived her husband for some years. Her will, record- 
ed in Will Book I, page 83 at Natchez, w&s proven the 2lst of November 1812. 
"Natchez, August 18th 1812. Be it known that I Marguerite Vauchere, being in an infirm 
state of body but sound in mind, do hereby declare this to be my last will and Testament. 
In the first place, in consequence of her fidelity and long attention and honesty I give 
at the time of my death, unto my female slave Agatha, her freedom hoping that she will 
make good use of it. In the next place I give Patsy a hiullato, about four years old, 
unto Sally Vauchere my grandchild, the daughter of my son, the late Joseph Vauchere 
to appertain unto her according to law. I also give unto my said grand child Sally one 
Coverlet and pair of sheets, one silver spoon and fork and three cows. All the remain- 
der of my property I give unto my children according to law. In hopes of meeting with 
Happiness in another world I sign this as my last will and Testament. 
X Wark of Marguerite Vauchere" 

Since with the exception of Joseph, the names of the children of Jean Vauchere and 
Marguerite Lestage are not given in the wills of the parents, other sources have been con- 
sulted. It is remarkable that all three of those, whose births were recorded in Detroit, 
lived through the hazards of the wilderness that was the interior of North America between 
1775 and 1786, grew to maturity and had children of their own. The children were: 

I. JOSEPH, born July 11, 1769; d. 1811 or 1612. See further deteils below. 

II. Marguerite, b. Dec. 18, 1771; m. John Bacon; d. before 1814. In 17°99 John Bacon held 
lana adjoining Suzamne Vauchere Gil near Baton Rouge. In the Adams Co. (Miss.) Records, 
Book I, Division of Real Estate, pp. 1-3, there is a record of the appointment of three 
commissioners to divide the Vauchere plantation on Fairchild Creek, Dec. 2, 1814, "in 
the 39th year of the Independence of the United States." Apparently Liarguerite Vauchere 
died before this date as one share in the plantation was to be given to John Bacon and 
his five children, as heirs of their mother. These children were in the order as named: 
Polly, John, Thomas, Caroline and Joseph. 

Suzanne, b- Nov. 23, 1775; d. 1815; m. Dr. Andre Gil. "Doctor Andres Gil, practitioner 
in the Royal (Armies) Hospital and one time partner in a cantina, appears to have been 
one of the several colorful characters who frequented Fort San Carlos (at Baton Rouge). 
Spanish West Florida Records, Vol. X, p- 134. A deed of Dec. 29, 1813 at Baton Rouge 
concerns the transfer from Andres Gil of 10 negro slaves, two lots or parcels of land 
and a dwelling place located in Baton Rouge to his wife, Susanne Vaucherez. "The con- 
sideration being the natural love and affection which hw has for his wife.... as well 
as in consideration of his having received the sum of $5000 as her marriage portion." 
(Ibid. Vol. 19, p- 578) Papers referring to the administration of the estate of Su- 
sanna Vauchere, east Parish Baton Rouge, on April 15, 1815 lists the children. There 
is also a reference in the Pintado Papers (Archives of Louisiana State University) 
showing that Andre Gil and wife Susanne Vauchere adopted Marie Connell Oct. 25, 1801. 
Marie is-not mentioned in the administration papers. The children were: 

1. Joseph 22 yrs. 5. Maria Gertruois 13 yrs. 

2. Petronila Augustina 19 yrs. 6. Carolina 9 yrs. 

3. Bmilita 17 yrs. 7. Julian Thomas 7 yrs. 

4. Guillaume (William) 15 yrs. 
There are numerous very early references to a Gil or Gill family in Texas. One is a 
Headright Certificate, No. 409 to Joseph Gil, who was in the Republic of Texas prior to 
1837 in Robertson Co. 
Catherine, m. Lewis Sessions. She was evidently living in 1814 when the Vauchere plan- 
tation on Farichild Creek was divided. As far as can be ascertained the Vauchere chil- 
dren were named in order of age in the land division, hence Catherine the fourth child. 
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V. Mary m. John Wilson. There is a record in Deed Book A, p. 69, Adams Co. tiiss, which 
refers to the marriage of Gertrude Vauchere and John Wilson, Oct. 2, 1799. This seems 
quite likely to have been Mary Vauchere since in the division of the plantation, she is 
called Mary- John Wilson seems to have purchased 400 arpents of the Vauchere plantation 
from the widow, Marguerite (Lestage) Vauchere, prior to her death. He himself was dead 
before the plantation was divided as was his wife in 1814 and the share of lary Wilson 
was awarded to her son, Joseph Wilson, b. 1802. 
Anthony, d. before Sept. 1816; m- Nancy ----. Tradition has it that Anthony Vauchere 
married Nancy Kidd. "24th Sept. 1792, I, Wm. Bishop do hereby engage to take care of a 
girl named Nancy Kidd, aged two years to whom I promise to give a regular education, 
etc.... until she is 16 yrs. " Spanish Records, Natchez, Book D, p- 116. Anthony 
Vauchere was living in 1814 but on Sept. 6, 18616, Nancy Vauchere stated that she was 
the wife of Anthony Vauchere deceased. An Anthony Vachere signed a petition in St. 
Louis in 1805. This may have been the same man. 


Second Generation 


JOSEPH VAUCHERE, b. July 11, 1769, Detroit; d. 1811 or 1812, Louisiana. Joseph Vauchere 
owned land in what is now East Baton Rouge Parish and West Feliciana Parish as there are ref- 
erences to surveys in his name in the Pintado Papers (Archives of Louisiana State University). 
In the American State Papers, Public Lands, Vol. 28, p. 620, there is recorded a land claim 
for 600 arpents on the River Homochitto by his heirs. This land was surveyed for Joseph 
Vauchere Oct. 1788. There has been found no absolute identification of his wife and chil- 
dren with one exception. His daughter Sally is mentioned in liargaret (Lestage) Vauchere's 
will. However there are indications that he may have had at least three children. They were: 
1. Margaret Elizabeth. She was sponsor of Sarah Ann's first child at the baptism in 
Natchitoches, Louisiana, 1828. She married Samel Carradine and her successors were 
named Nov. 3, 1846 in Natchitoches Dist. Court as; 


a. Sarah Elizabeth Carradine 12 yrs. c. Rosanna Sophia Carradine 5 yrs. 
b. Martha Ann Carradine 7 yrs. ad. Isaac Samuel Carradine 3 yrs. 
John. There was a tradition in tne family of Sarah Ann's daughter Rebecca that there 
was an Uncle John. The 1850 census names a John Vauchere, age 40, born in liississ- 
ippi, residing in St. Augustine Co. Texas. His wife was Mary, 36 yrs. John Voshary 
also witnessed a deed for Sarah Ann (Vauchere) Walker Jan. 1848 in Texas. 
3. SARAH ANN VAUCHERE, b. Apr. 16, 1811; d. Dec. 10, 1899. 


Third Generation 


SARAH ANN VAUCHERE,probably daughter of Joseph Vauchere and gran-daughter of Jean Vauchere 
and Marguerite Lestage, b. April 16, 1811, Louisiana; d. Dec. 10, 1899, Texas; m. about 1827 
Jacob Walker, b. abt. 1800, d. Feb. 23, 1836 in the fall of the Alamo. Sarah Ann then m. 
Jim Walker, a relative of her first husband who also died early leaving Sarah to bring up 
her chilren by herself on the Texas frontier. 

Jacob Walker disposed of his land in Natchitoches, Louisiana in 1827, probably soon af- 
ter his marriage. It is known that the family was in Texas by 1829 since they were listed in 
Stephen F. Austin's Book of Citizens. However the first two children were baptized in Natchi- 
toches, La. at Immaculate Conception Church in 1828 and 1830. Perhaps visits were made back 
home for this purpose. 

The family settled first in Nacogdoches in Sabine Co., Texas. It was at a conference 
there that Sarah is said to have volunteered to take a message to Sam Houston warning the Tex- 
as Army of interided massacre by the Indians and Mexicans. Her horseback ride of 300 miles 
saved the troops. Jacob Walker, was the last man killed in the Battle of the Alamo. A Irs. 
Dickerson tells this story: (History of Texas, li.J. liorphis, p. 174) "I will now describe the 
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memorable fall of the Alamo (who witnessed it) on February 23, 1836... Soon after he (Capt. 


Dickerson) left me; three unarmed gunners who abandoned their then useless guns came into 
the church where I was and were shot down by my side. One of them was from Nacogdoches and 
named Walker. He spoke to me several times during the seige about his wife and four chil- 
dren with anxious tenderness. I saw four Mexicans toss him up in the air, as you would a 
bundle of fodder with their bayonets, and then shoot him.® 

One of the early acts of the Republic of Texas was to provide headright grants of land 
to all persons living in Texas on the day of the Declaration of Independence (of Texas). 
The first of these were known as First Class Headright Grants and numerous famous men of the 
Republic of Texas were granted this class of certificate. Jacob Walker's estate received 
the very first certificate issued, which is reproduced below. 


CERTIFICATE Wo. / 


BBPUBLIO OF LBX43,) BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS, 


SABINE COUNTY. 4 ity tdi SI SSION. 1¢5 
Pa 
iURSDAY, THE paaeeH DA\ OF THE MONTH. 


‘ ove 
Phe one w ot Ono Gomwateslonrra, wrt anrerrabir to lat. 


—Present: Jonx Bovp, President; Maatixn D. Wartre and Joux H. McRae, As 
aistant Commissioners, DO c riify that « bv se Bye » Leste suctowhs« 


tim avt Z0ther hoeasar a fl wwerred, took and subscribed to the oath pre- 


ait y 4 
seribed by law, as a resident citizen of Texas; fase eo Masort Anse 


4 


Cormretiicre Sa sto AF. +t -_ _ appeare las witnesses, 
‘ J , 4 
who after being duly sworn say upon their oaths, that Ure sud =< ewt— 


SalTier - Wis a resident . r Texas at the date of 


the Declaration of Independence, and that he has con’ wa! tobe so to this day, and 





that he wag a ft ai a- } at that tune ond Uie head of a fa nily ; the said 
L, C< t. Bat lla w- - - om rrated to ‘Texas in the 


year 4447 which entiths him to receive on Ga fut y Ja hoo of land 
a“ 


wm said Republic. 


(Stexep) 


ft VE « President. 
Loy Mohn. 
cw Z ter Assistant Ce-nmissionere, 





Sarah A. ‘Yalker moved in 1850 to land on the Brazos near what is now Waco, Texas, in 
MeLennan Co. She retained and managed her properties in Nacogdoches along Big Cypress 
River in what is Upshur Co. and in Kaufman Co. Her second husband is believed to have died 
in 1850. The 1850 census taken October 16, gives her as the head of the family. According 
to family tradition her last child was born when she was on her way from Nacogdoces to the 
Brazos plantation. Altogether she lived seventy years in Texas. Reputed by the family to 
have been a tiny person, 4 feet, 8 inches, and fair with blue eyes, she nevertheless seems 
to have had great strength of character. She remained a devout Catholic. There are many 
family stories of her riding ability, her hospitality on the frontier, her management of her 
slaves and her high standards of business conduct. All these details of her life have been 
collected by her great-grand-daughter and written up in a manuscript entitled, "Sarah 





Walker's Seventy Years on the Texas Frontier." 
list of her children is made from the stones in the plantation cemetery near Waco, 
the 1850 census, birth records, etc. Unfortunately the inscriptions on the tombstones are 
almost illegible and the dates uncertain. The family tradition was that Sarah Ann had a 
child every year. 
Children of Jacob Walker and Sarah Ann Vauchere: 
1. Monette, b. Dec. 6, 1828; bapt. Dec. 20, 1828, Natchitoches, La; d. before 1855. 
In the 1850 census Lonay Slaughter, age 20 and Solomon R. Slaughter, age 3, b. in 
Texas, are listed in Sarah Walker's family. It is assumed Monette Walker married 
a Slaughter. However when the heirs of Jacob Walker were listed in 1855 (lMcLennan 
Co., Texas Abstract. Deed Book H. p. 17) lionette is not listed. 
Nancy Ann Louise, b. Liay or liar. 1, 1830; bapt. Aug. 15, 1630, Natchitoches, La. In 


855 she is given as an heir of Jacob Walker along with her husband, R. C. Patterson. 


She was still living in 1895 when she was listed as an heir of her brother John. 

- Robert, b- Oct. 30, 1837; d- in 185? when 19 years of age. He evidently died before 
Oct. 16 1850 since his name does not appear in the census. The tombstone inscrip- 
tion is almost illegible. 

. Margaret A- b.- July 18, 1832; d. Mar. 8&8, 1923; m. ---= Stanfield. She is listed in 
the 1850 census as 18 years old and born in Texas. She appears as one of the heirs 
of Jacob Walker in 1855 and of her brother John in 1895. 

John V-, b. April 21, 1833; d- Dec. 27, 1893 or 5. John V. Walker never married 
but remained all his life with his mother. 
Leonard seems to be listed as 12 years in the 1850 census but more likely he was 15. 
He died apparently before 1855. 
George A. appears in the 1850 census. Evidently the last child of Jacob Walker, he 
is listed as an heir in 1855. According to a land deed he was killed in the Civil 
War at the Battle of Bull Run. 

Children of Sarah Ann Vauchere and her second husband Jim Bob Walker: 

8. James V. or William was 14 in the 1860 census taken in the spring. Therefore he 
was born about 1846. 

9. Rebecca Almeda, b.- Nov. 22, 1850; d. Feb. 16, 1934; m. John Adams Feb. 18 1872. 
The writer of this manuscript is a granddaughter of Rebecca and John Adams through 
her mother, Grace Estelle Adams, b. March 18, 1882, d. Jan. 11, 1938. 


There were several other persons early in the United States, with names approximating that 
of Vauchere but of no known relationship to Jean Vauchere and his family. They are listed 
below. 
1- Col. Dr. John Francis Vaucher from France with Gen. Lafayette. Officer of the 
Am. Rev., m- Frances Potter of N.J. (American Genealogy, Vol. II, p. 167) 
2- Oliver and Catherine Vauche. (Cavaliers of Virginia, April 1651, p. 210) 
3. Don Enrique Vaucheret mentioned about 1792. (Dispatches of the Spanish Gover- 
nors, Vol. X, p- 257 and Manuscripts Collection of Louisiana, Favrot Papers, 
Vol. VI, p- 6) 
David Vaucheret mentioned 1790-1800 in the Pintado Papers, Baton Rouge Dist. 


DETROIT LOOKS BACKWARD. The ancient records of lieaux, France, show that Jean Navarre, who 
married Perette Barat in 1572, was the son of Antoine, Duke of Vendome, and half-brother of 
Henry IV, King of France and Navarre, the predecessor of the line of kings forming the Bour- 
bon dynasty. Robert Navarre who arrived in Detroit in 1729 was a lineal descendant of this 
family. On February 10, 1704, in France, he married liarie Barrois. They had a large family 
here, and today the blood of the Navarres is found in the following Detroit families: Askin, 
Brevoort, Larentette, Liacomb, Stanton, Cicotte, Laferte, Moran, Labadie, Trombly, May, Hall, 
Watson, Godfroy, Knages, Beaubien, Loranger, Bond, Campau, Sibley and others. 





SOME DESCENDANTS OF JOHN SEARLE, EARLY SETTLER 
Of Springfield, Liass. 
Contributed by Olive Li. Searle 
Continued from April 1951 


38. GAIUS(5)SBARLE(Gideon(4), Nathaniel(3), John(2), John(1)) son of Gideon(4) and Anna( Pom- 
eroy)Searle, b. 1 Mar. 1772, d. 14 Aug. 1658, m. (lst) 10 Nov. 1797, Blecta Day, dau. of 
Gideon and Elizabeth(Duncan) of West Springfield, Mass., b. 13 July 1773, d. 25 July 1818. 
He m. (2nd) 1819, Jemima(Lyman)Clark, d. 30 Oct. 1838. He m. (3rd) 1839, Esther Pomeroy, 
dau. of Benjamin and Esther(Clark) of Williamsburg; she d. 22 Mar. 1862, aged 81. He was 
a farmer following his father on Bedlam Street. 

CHILDREN: of Gaius(5) and Electa(Day)Searle, 
i. Flavius, be. 6 Nov. 1799; d. Sept. 1805; 
ii- Calvin Bliss, b. 26 Aug. 1801; d. Aug. 1815; 
89. iii. Fidelia, b. July 1803; d.- Aug- 1853; 
iv. Electa, b. Jan. 1806; d. April 1831; m. July 1829, Homer Spencer. 
v. Flavius, b- Aug. 1807; d. Feb. 1806; 
90. vi. Flavius, b. Apr. 1814; d. Feb. 1889; 
vii. Calvin Day, b. July 1818; d. > m- and died in Ohio. 


39. HEMAN(5 )SBARLE(Gideon(4), Nathaniel(3), John(2), John(1)), son of Gideon(4) and Anna(Pom- 
eroy)Searle, b. 1778, d. 9 Oct. 1862, m. 1801, Abigail Clapp, dau. of Selah and Abigail 
(Clark), b. 27 Mar. 1781, d. 1851. He m. (2nd), Oct. 1852, Sarah Bdwards, dau. of Luther 
and Sarah(Sheldon); she d. 18 Feb. 1874, aged 84. He was a farmer, lived in Bedlam Street. 
For many years legal notices such as election warrants were posted on Heman Searle's fence 
corner. 

CHILDREN: of Heman(5) and Abigail(Clapp)Searle, 
i. Achsah, b. 18 Oct. 1801; d. 1828; m. 1822 Gad C. Lyman, s. of Gaius & Tryphena 
(Clark); no children. 
91. ii. Jesse, b. 1 Nov. 1803; d- 25 Aug. 1862; 
iii. Abigail, b. 21 Dec. 1805; d. 15 Aug. 1853; m. Rufus S. Clark. 
92 iv. Harriet, b- 20 Jan. 1808; d- 3 Oct. 1840; 
v- Gideon D. b. 5 Mar. 1810; d. 14 Aug. 1837 at Greenville, Ohio; m. Almira Bethan 
(Betham?) of Schenectady, N-Y-; had a son Gideon B. Searle, m. 1865, 
Nellie J. Sherman. 
Heman, b. 19 July 1812; d. 20 Jan. 1896; 
Orissa liosely, b- 28 Apr. 1816; d. after 1887; m. 2 Oct. 1837, Dr. Lucian B. Wells 
of Pompey, N.Y¥., who d. Mar. 1894, res. 1887, Utica, N.Y. Two children: 
(1) Orissa Mosely Wells, b. 27 Jan. 1839, d. 28 Jan.; (2) Bdward Hyde 
Wells, b. 21 Dec. 1855, in Utica; m. 27 June 1883, Nettie L. Braily, of 
Utica; one son, Edward Hyde Wells, b. 27 Jan. 1887, at Utica. Others?? 
viii. Naomi, b. 12 July 1818; d. 6 May 1846; m. 1842, Jonathan N. Judd, s. of Asa 
& Levia(Gridley), d. 11 July 1861, age 43; only child, Juliette Naomi 
Judd, d. 21 Jan. 1862, age 15 years. 
94. ix. Emily, b. 1 June 1820; d. 
x- Child, b. 1822; d. 1822. 
xi. Francis, b. 24 July 1823; m. Sarah Clark, dau Timothy and Phoebe(Lyman), d. 12 
Oct. 1894, one dau. Mary Theresa, d. aged 7. He was a hardware dealer 
in Syracuse, N.Y. 


40.STEPHEN(5 )SEARLE(Bildad(4), Nathaniel(3), John(2), John(1)), son of Bildad(4) and Mary 
(Hannum)Searle, bpt. 1760, m. Hannah Wade, dau of Jonathan and Hannah, 1782, at Lyme,Conn. 
é€ All their children (1782-1800) were born in Westfield, iiass.; removed to Lewis Co., New 
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York, perhaps Martinsburg. 
CHILDREN: of Stephen(5) and Hannah(vWade)Searle, all born.at Westfield, Liass. 
95. i. Rowland, b- 6 May 1782; 
ii. Jonathan, b- 24 Apr. 1785; 
iii. Stephen, b- 19 Mar. 1788; 
iv. Hannah, b. 27 Feb. 1791; 
v. Polly, b. 27 Mar. 1794; d. 4 Nov. 1832. 
96. vi. Charles, b. 13 Jan. 1797; 
vii. Sally, b.- 11 Oct. 1800; 


41. ZENAS(5)SEARLE(Zophar(4), Nathaniel(3), John(2), John(1)), oldest son of Zophar(4) and 
Anna(Clark)Searle, b. Southampton, liass., 1765, d- 20 July 1803, Chester, liass., m. 1787, 
Southampton, Rachel, daughter of Stephen and Mindwll(Seward)Bates, b. 28 June 1767, South- 
ampton, d. there 20 Oct. 1857. She m. (2d) 20 Oct. 1807, Isaac Parsons, and lived in 
Southampton to be ninety years old. On 25 Jan. 1780, Zophar Searl bought at public auc- 
tion for 450 pounds a lot of land in Murrayfield or Norwich, lot #30 in the first divi- 
sion... 100 acres more or less... sold to satisfy an assessment for building a bridge 
across the Westfield River, "near where two county roads meet below the mill dam." In 
1783 he bought an additional 200 acres of land in that town. It seems probable that this 
land became the home of Zenas. (Part of Murrayfield became Chester in 1783.) That Zenas 
became a member of the church at Chester about this time is shown by a report on 19 Dec. 
1785 of “the Committee appointed to dignify and seat the Meeting House report their do- 
ings as follows.... Im Dignity second,(pew) No. 9...Zenas Searles." (The church mem- 
bers were rated in four "dignities", the committee having regard "for age, estate and 
usefulness-") In April 1803, Zenas attended the funeral of a relative in Southampton 
who had died of scarlet fever. Returning home he brought the infection to his family, 
and within a month lost four of his children, including his oldest son of fifteen years. 
Two months later he met his own violent death, killed by a yoke of fractious steers 
which ran away with him in a field. The concern of the grandfather, Zophar(4), fcr the 
fatherless family is shown by the careful provision made for each one in his will. (See 
DSGR Magazine, February 1951, p- 66.) 

CHILDREN; of Zenas(5) and Rachel Bates)Searle, all born at Chester. 
i. Russell, b. 14 July 1788; d. 26 May 1803. 

94. ii. Zenas, b. Feb. 1790; d.- 12 Jan. 1878. 

95. iii. Achsa, b. 26 Nov- 1791; d. 24 Feb. 1875. 

96. iv. Rachel, b. Dec. 1793; d. 28 Jan. 1890. 
v- Apollos, b. May 1796; d. 3 May 1803. 

vi. Rowena, b- 15 Oct. 1798; d. 9 Liay 1803. 

vii. Spencer, b. 30 Dec. 1800; d. 6 May 1803. 

97. viii. Rowena, b. 22 Mar. 1803; d. 5 Jan. 1899. 


42. ZOPHAR(5)SEARLE(Zophar(4), Nathaniel(3), John(2), John(1), second son of Zonhar (4) and 
Anna(Clark)Searle, b. 1767, Southampton, Mass., d. there 12 Feb 1850, m. 1792, Esther, 
daughter of Capt. Ebenezer and Esther(Strong)Sheldon. She d. Apr. 1834, aged 64. He ran 
a fulling, cloth-dressing and carding mill on Great tiountain brook; was also a farmer. 

CHILDREN: of Zophar(5) and Ssther(Sheldon)Searle, all born in Southampton. 
i. Ansel b.- 1794; d. 29 Apr. 1803. 
ii. Phirilla, b. 1796; d- 23 Apr. 1803. 
iii- Almena, b. 1798; d. 1 Way 1803. 
98. iv. Edmund S-, b. July 1800; 
v- Phirilla, b. Nov. 1803; m. 15 July 1827, Frederic Day, b. 2 Sept. 1803, s. of 
Noble & Polly(Dewey) of wW. Springfield; he was of Northampton. 
Children: 1. Joseph Sheldon, b. 23 Aug. 1828. 
2. Julia Elvira, b.- 10 Dec. 1830. 
99. vi. Ansel, b. 3 Oct. 1806; d. 8 Mar. 1886. 
100. vii. Zophar, be. 22 Jan. 1809; d. 17 Apr. 1884. 





100. vii. Zophar, b. 22 Jan. 1809; d. 17 Apr. 1884. 


43. ASENATH(5)SEARLB, (Zophar(4), Nathaniel(3), John(2), John(1)) daughter of Zonphar(4) and 
Anna(Clark)Searle, b. 1769, d.- 1805, m. 1794, Bbenezer Sheldon, Jr., son of Capt. Eben- 
ezer and Zsther(Strong). He m.(2d) 1807, Clarissa(5)Searle, dau. of Job(4) and Dorcas 
(Strong). Only child of his 2d marriage, b. 1809, d. soon. He d. 4 Apr. 1812. 

CHILDREN: of Asenath(5)Searle and Ebenezer Sheldon, Jr. all born in Southampton. 
i. Electa, b. 1796; d. 1621; m. 1820 Quartus Clapp. 
ii. Asenath, b. 1798; m- 1826, Capt. Orange Strong; 3 children, see Strong Gen- 
101. iii. Simeon, b. 1800; d. 2 Dec. 1870. : 
iv. Betsey, b.- 1802; d. 1824; m. 1823 Luke Parsons. 
v- Esther Almira, b. Apr. 1805; d. 1839; unm. 


(ealogy. 


44. ISRAEL(5)SEARLE(Zophar(4), Nathaniel(3), John(2), John(1)), son of Zophar(4) and Anna 
(Clark), b. 14 Aug. 1771, d. 16 June 1853, m. 22 Sept. 1796, at Chester, Mass., Clarissa, 
daughter of Deacon Stephen and Anna(Blair)Lyman, of Chester, b. Chester, 10 Oct. 1776, 4d. 
29 Jan. 1842. He was a farmer with a homestead in the west district of Southampton. The 
first carpet for the church at Southampton was given. by Israel Searle. 

CHILDREN: of Israel(5) and Clarissa(Lyman)Searle, all born at Southampton, 
i. Lyman B., b- 27 Sept. 1799; d. 12 Aug. 1837, killed while grinding bark in a 
bark mill. 
102. ii. Harmony, b. 16 Aug- 1800; d. 27 Mar. 1845. 
iii. Clarissa G., b. 5 Oct. 1802; d. Sent. 1838; unm. 
iv. Blecta A., b- 16 Dec. 1805; d. May 1843; m. 1842, Joel Lyman, Jr., d. 1843 
aged 67. Children: Blecta, b. 10 July 1847; d. 12 July 1870; unm. 
Israel, b. 1849; d. 1849. 
103. v. Israel W., b. 6 Apr. 1810; d. Oct. 1834. 
104. vi. Anna, b. 14 Apr. 1812; d. Jan. 1855. 
105. vii. Whorton D., b. 12 Sept.1814; d. 1 Nov. 1891. 
106. viii. Stephen E., b. 9 Feb. 1817; d. 19 Apr. 1894. 


45. JOSL(5)SEARLE(Zophar(4), Nathaniel(3), John(2), John(1)), son of Zophar(4) and Anna 
(Clark)Searle, b- Southampton, lass. 18 Nov. 1774, d- 11 Jan. 1860, m. 24 Jan. 1799, 
Sophia, dau. of Capt. Ebenezer and Esther(Strong)Sheldon, b. 19 Jan. 1776, d. 17 Aug. 
1881. He was a farmer and lived in Norwich (now Huntington), Mass., near Norwich Ponds. 

CHILDREN: of Joel(5) and Sophia(Sheldon)Searle, all born at Norwich, Mass. 
i. Fidelia, b. 17 Feb. 1800; 
107. ii. Sophia, b. 2 Apr. 1802; d. 25 Jan. 1874. 
108. iii. Spencer, be. 21 Aug- 1804; d. 5 Jan. 1875. 
iv. Clarissa, b. 26 Oct. 1806; d. 9 June 1844; m. Liorris Williams. 
v. Eunice, b. 25 Mar. 1808; d. 26 Feb. 1874; unm. 
109. vi. Joel S., b. 22 May 1811; 
110. vii. Ebenezer S., b. 13 Jan. 1813; 
111. viii Emerson, b. 28 June 1816; d. lay 1894. 
ix. Julia, b. 22 Oct. 1819; Stebbins. See Stebbins Genealogy. 


46. CLARK(5)SZARLE(Zophar(4), Nathaniel(3), John(2), John(1)), son of Zophar(4) and Anna 
(Clark)Searle, b. 1775, m. (1) 1799, liary, daughter of Waitstill and Rhoda(Clark)Strong. 
She d. 1815, aged 36, ‘in Huntington, Liass. He m. (2nd) 1816, Sarah, daughter of Capt. 
Lemuel and Catherine(Edwards)Coleman, b- 11 Jan. 1774, d. Oct. 1648. Family lived at 
Norwich, Liass. 

CHILDREN: of Clark(5) and Mary(Strong)Searle, probably born at Norwich, lMass., 
112. i. Felicia, tb. 20 Sept. 1800; d. July 1876; m. 1821, Franklin Burt; family moved in 
1828 to Otisco, N.Y.; 4 children. See Burt Genealogy. 
ii. Henry, b. 20 May 1802; d. 1805. 





gon, b. 1803; d. 1805. 
- Russell, b- 12 May 1804; m. 27 Sept 1820, Orilla Gorham, dau. Calvin & Eunice 4 
(Gorham), b. Liontgomery, liass-., 2 liay 1809. & 
Hervey, b. 10 Aug. 1806; d. 1810. 
vi. Liary Ann, b. 1811; m. Ora Pierce of Columbia, N-H. 
113. vii. Rhoda, b. 1812; d. 11 Nov. 1869. 


47. BESLA(5)SEARLE(Zophar(4), Nathaniel(3), John(2), John(1)), son of Zonhar(4) and Anna 
(Clark)Secrle, b. 1778, Southampton, d. 20 July 1857, Huntington, lWiass., m. 11 Nov. 1802, 
Thankful, daughter of Jacob and Thankful(Pomeroy)Pomeroy, b. 1784, at Southampton, Mass., 
d. 28 Apr. 1802, Huntington, Mass. He was a farmer, lived at Gorse Hill, Huntington. 

CHILDREN: of Bela(5) and Thankful(Pomeroy)Searle, all born at Huntington, iMass., 
i. Dorcas, b. d.- soon. 
- Lucetta, b. 23 Sept. 1805; m. 20 Nov. 1827, John B. Hall. They lived at 
Staten Island, N-Y.; had three children, two sons d. early; a dau. 
be 1875. 
Thankful, b. 18 Aug. 1808; 
- Bela P., - 12 July 1812; 
William E., - 17 Feb. 1815; d. 16 May 1908. 
vi. Apollos D., b. 22 liar. 16818; d. 30 Lay 1896. 
vii. Vinson C., - 20 Dec. 1824; d. 7 Dec. 1886; unm. 
viii. Dorcas, ° ; d- age 2. 


48. ANNA(S)SSARLE(Zophar(4), Nathaniel(3), John(2), John(1)), daughter of Zophar(4) and 
Anna(Clark)Searle, b- Southampton, Lass., 1780, d. there, & Dec. 1836, m. 10 Oct. 1810, 
Eleazar, son of Lieut. Lemuel and Catharine(Sdwards)Coleman, d. Sasthampton, 22 ijay 1855, 
aged 72. He was a farmer in Southampton. 

CHILDREN: of Anna(5)Searle and Eleazar Coleman, born at Southampton, ilass. 


’ 
i. Child, b. 1810; d. 1810. ¥ 
ii. Emerson, b.- 1817; m. Fanny Coleman. 
iii. Dorcas Charlotte, b. 1819; m. Lir. Liarsh of Springfield. 
118. iv. Samuel N., b- 1825; d. Sept. 1855. 


49. CORNSLIUS(5)SZARLE(Zophar(4), Nathaniel(3), John(2), John(1)), son of Zophar(4) and 
Anna(Clark)Searle, b. 16 Feb. 1783, d. March, 1832, m. 24 May 1804, Dolly, daughter of 
Noah and Bunice(Strong)Clark, b- 17 Nov. 1784, d. 23 Nov. 1851. He was a farmer, living 
in Alder Meadow, under Wolf Hill, Southampton, ijass. 

CHILDREN: of Cornelius(5) and Dolly(Clark)Searle, born Southampton, Liass., 
119. i. Asenath, be 13 May 1805; d. 20 Dec. 1860. 
120. ii. Dolly, b. 2 liay 1807; d.- 6 June 1844. 
iii. Bethsina, b. 25 Oct. 1809; m. (1) 1 Nov. 1830 Asa R., Son of lioses(6) 
& Mary(Bosworth)Searle; m. (2) 1874, William Delaney of Union- 
ville, Conn. He d. July 1884, aged 77. No children. 
- Harriet, b. 13 Dec. 1811; ad. Sept. 
Cornelius E., b Nov. 1813; d. Dec. 
Anna, b June 1816; d. Jan. 
Jairus C., b. May 1819; d. Apr. 
- Philomelia T., b Oct. 1822; d. Dec. ‘i 
Eunice Cordelia, b Dec. 1824; d. Nov. 24; m. 12 Apr. 1843, Aspacia 
Graves. No Children. 
Anna Eliza, b. 26 Dec. 1827; d. 29 Oct. 1863; m. 26 June 1850, Lucas 
Richards, son George & Lucy('villiams), of Unionville, Conn., 
b. 20 Lay 1825, d. 29 Oct. 1863. 


To be continued 





ELIAS GERARD 
Seven Sons of his "numerous family" 
and Descendants 
Compiled by Bleanor Gerard Russell 
Concluded from April 1851 


The children of Joseph and Slizabeth Gerard were: 

I- RESCE AMBROSE PRITCHARD GERARD, b- 15 Sept. 1785. 
II. RACHEL GERARD, b. 18 Dec. 1787. 

III. Joanna Gerard, born 25 June 1790, "Gerard's Station" (later Columbia), Hamilton 
Co., U.S. Territory Northwest of the River Ohio. She was mentioned in Joseph 
Gerard's will in 1792 and then in the william Gerard Uemorial in 1644 as "a daugh- 
ter who died." She is not mentioned in the Dearborn Co. Indiana History as of 
1796 when the family went to Indiana. 

IV. WILLIAM GERARD, b. 6 Oct. 1791. 


I. RESCE ALBROSE PRITCHARD GERARD, b. 15 Sept. 1785, “Gerard's Fort" jiashington Co. Pa. (now 
Greene); d- 17 Oct. 1853, Rising Sun, Dearborn Co. Ind.; m. lst iiargaret Ayers; m. 2nd, 
Hanhah The 1820 census lists a son under ten years. A decree of the Circuit Court of 
Marion Co., Ind. entered at Indianapolis, jnd., 1 July, 1857 states, "Do find the said Reece 
Anbrose Pritchard Gerard, deceased, died without feather or mother, child or children him 
surviving, leaving the said Hanna ---- who since intermarried with William Blue - his widow 
and sole heir. That said William Blue is dead." Still there was a complaint filed by de- 
scendants of Maria (Gerard) Buchanan and George Buchanan against William Gerard ana Hannah 
Blue, executors and brother and sister of Reece A. P. Gerard. We suggest that descendants 
of George and !!aria (Gerard) Buchanan check the color of this claim at the Land Office at 
Indianapolis, Ind. and at the Dept. of the Interior, General Land Office, Washington, D. Cc. 

On idarch 20, 1844, Reece Gerard, along with his sister Rachel and brother William memo- 
rialized the Congress of the United States asking some recompense for the death of their fa- 
ther in the service of his country. (See William Gerard Liemorial, p. 3, October 1951, Detroit 
Society for Genealogical Research Liagazine) In response to this memorial, Congress 10 Feb. 
1855 passed a bill allowing each of the children of Joseph Gerard a grant of 640 acres of 
land, in recognition of Joseph Gerard's service. Gerard Certificate No. 1 was issued arch 
18, 1856 to Reece A. P- Gerard or his legal representatives. As noted above Hannah Blue 
being declared the only heir of her husband, who died in 1853, she located the certificate 
on Sec. 13, Twp. €8 N, Range 45 W, Sioux City, Iowa on Feb. 26, 1853. A patent was issued 
Jan. 20, 1859. This land is in Woodbury Co. Iowa. 


RACHEL GERARD, b- 18 Dec. 1787, “Gerard's Fort," Washington Co. Pa., (now Greene); d. 
1855, Indianapolis, Indiana; m. circa 1807 ‘/illiam Blue at Lawrenceburg, Dearborn Co., 
Jilliam Blue married 2nd, Hannah, widow of Reece A. P. Gerard and died before 1857. 
Gerard Certificate tio. 3 was issued Aug. 14, 1855 to Rachel Blue and was located June 
19, 1858 on Sec. 36, Twp- S5N, Range 37%, in the district of lands then subject to sale at 
Souncil Sluffs, Iowa. Patent was issued on Nov. 26, 1858 to the heirs of Rachel Blue. 
The children of ‘Yilliam and Rachel (Gerard) Blue were: 
1. Benjamin Blue 
2. Gerard Blue William Slue Jr.'s children (U.S. 1870 Census) 
- Peter Blue were; Mary 20 yrs-, William 18 yrs., Thompson 
William Blue, Junior. 13 yrs., Cynthia, 11 yrs., all born in 
Rachel Blue Indiana. 


WILLIAL! GERARD, (The liemorialist), b. o Oct. 1791, sgerard's Station" (later Columbia), Co. 
of Hamilton, U.S. Territory, iiorthwest of the River Ohio; d. 6 May 1874 in his "Laughrey 's 
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Creek" home, near Rising Sun, Ind-; m. 4 Dec. 1814, Amelia Bryan, dau. of Jonathan Bryan of 
orongalia Co. Va. Amelia was born 6 March 1796 and died in the Laughrey Creek home 7 May, 

1669. Both are buried in Salem iiethodist Spiscopal Church Cemetery near Rising Sun. , 

Gerard Certificate No. 2 was issued Aug. 14, 1655 to William Gerard. on Aug. 18, 1680, 
it was cancelled and sixteen other certificates were issued in lieu thereof, each of which 
specifically declared that its holder could select one sixteenth of a section of "public 
land." These sixteen certificates were made transferable, and the General Land Office at 
Washington states that some of the certificates have been located by the assignees and pa- 
tents issued but the office has no complete information as to their location or as to the 
number remaining in the hands of assignees. 

Data on the children of William Gerard and Amelia Bryan is from the Bible of Jonathan 
Bryan Gerard, now in the possession of his grand-daughter, Miss Lulu Content Kemp, 1505 
Hanover Ave., Aurora, Dearborn Co., Ind. The children were: 

America Gerard, b. 17 Feb. 1816; d. 22 Nov. 18l6. 

Emaline Gerard, b. 14 Dec. 1817; d- 26 Oct. 1823. 

Joseph Gerard, b. 11 April 1820; d. 1 May 1820. 

JEROME “BONAPARTE GERARD, b. 22 Sept. 1621; d. 18 Oct. 1886. 

- Reece Ambrose Pritchard Gerard, b. 7 liar. 1624 Laughrey's Creek; m. Rising Sun, Ind. 

5S Sept. 1847 Liartha Ann Rechards, b. 1829. Known children: Maria, Mary, Phoebe and 
Jacob Gerard. (U.S. Census 1860) 7 
Rachel Gerard, b. 18 Jan. 1626; d.- 26 May 1820. 
Jonathan Bryan Gerard, b.- 2 Oct. 1526, Laughrey's Creek; d. 13 Sept. 1907, Aurora, 
Ind.-; m.- Rising Sun, Ind., 26 Oct. 1854, Catherine Abigail Lierryman, b. 29 Nov’. 1831, 
d. 20 Nov. 1904, dau of Aaron Yarmer ilierryman and jiargaret Slliott. Aaron werryman 
was born in Pennsylvania and liargaret Blliott in Dublin, Ireland. Their children: 
a. Inez Susan Gerard, b. 12 Mar. 1856; d. Rising Sun, Ind., 19 July 1900; m. Rising 
Sun, 12 Sept. 1876 Ethan Allen Wilbur, b. 16 Feb. 1853, d. 27 Feb. 1929. He was 
the son of Robert and Blizabeth (Newman) Wilbur from Dutchess Co. New York. 
Their son was: 2 
1). Dewitt Clinton Wilbur, b. 29 July 1877; m. 12 Sept. 1906 Agnes Leona Barrick- 
low, b. 11 Jan. 1682. Their children were Dewitt Clinton Wilbur Jr. who d. 
in infancy and Agnes Louise ‘Jilbur who m. Joseph Votaw Jr. and had Judith Ann 
and Joseph Wilbur Votaw. They live in Hartford Ind. 
Cora Jane Gerard, b. 12 ilay 1858; m. 7 Dec. 1876 Claude Oscar Kemp, b. 23 April 
1857. Their children were: 
1) Claude Oscar Kemp Jr., b. & d. 25 Sent. 1877. 
2) Jonathan Gerard Kemp, b. 25 Aug. 1878: d. 13 June 1897. 
3) Inez Susan Kemp, b. 30 Mar. 1881. 
4) Lulu Content Kemp, b- 10 July 1883. 
5) Kathryn Merryman Kemp, b- 7 Jan. 1890. 
6) William Cyril Kemp, b. 6 Jan. 1896. 
7) Liolly June Kemp, b. 6 Jan. 1896 
8) Clyde Clayton Kemp, b. 30 May 1899. 
c- Aaron Yarner Uerryman Gerard, b. 2 April 1663; m. 27 Jan. 1885 Lydia Akers; had 
Franklyn Lindsey Gerard. 
William Gerard Jr-, b. 19 Dec. 1829 Laughrey's Creek; d. 10 Feb. 1894 Rising Sun, Ind.; 
m. Rising Sun, 26 Oct. 1854, liary Santee hierryman, b. 4 Nov. 1833, d. 29 Sept. 1918. 
Two Gerard brothers married two Merryman sisters in a double wedding. (See Jonathan 
Bryan Gerard above.) No children mentioned in 1918 will, data. 
9. Lary Gerard, b. 24 Aug. 1832; d. 22 July 1834. 
10. Benjamin Franklin Gerard, b- 24 Oct. 1835 on Laughrey's Creek; d. Feb. 1879. 


JEROME BONAPARTE GERARD, U.D., b. Sept. 22, 1821 on "Laughrey's Creek," Rising Sun, Ind.; d. 
18 Oct. 1886, Orlando, Fla.; m. (1) 3 June 1846, Sarah Margaret Fitch, dau. of Harris Fitch, 
a Presbyterian minister. She died in 1849. There were no children. Dr. Gerard m. (2) 
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28 Nov. 1858, Indianapolis, Ind. Mary Aikman Hunter, widow of William West Hunter and dau. 
of John Patrick and Sarah Hazzard (Hopkins) Agan- She was the grand-daughter of Patrick and 
Barbara (Raymer) Agan of Grafton, N-Y-, who were married in Pittstown, N.Y. in 1764. Patrick 
Agan was born in Tipperary Co. Ireland, 5 Jan- 1760 and d. in Grafton 16 July 1839. Barbara 
Raymer was born 4 Feb. 1761, Germantown, Philadelphia, Pa. and died in Grafton, N.Y. 

Dr. Gerard graduated from Miami College, Oxford, Ohio, in 1841 and from the Cincinnati 
Medical College June 1845. He was a successful practitioner up to the war of the Union, when 
he was appointed surgeon of the 35th Indiana Volunteer Infantry, served one year at the Gazee 
Hospital, Louisville, Ky. and then with the 37th Inf. at the Madison, Indiana Hospital until 
the close of the war. His poem, “iy Native Stream" is in "Poets and Poetry of Indiana" 
(Parker and Heiny) and refers to Laughrey's Creek, scene of the defeat and massacre of Col. 
Archibald Laughery (Lochery) of Westmoreland Co. Pa-, and his party in 1781. The grand- 
uncles of Dr. Gerard, William and John Gerard, were members of the party and “loving hearts" 
in the person of the Daughters of the American Revolution recently erected a handsome monu- 
ment near the spot where the massacre occurred. The poem appears below as it was published 

———— -— in 1885. The picture is of br. Gerard in his 


N, INDIANA, FRIDAY Civil war uniform. 








[For the Rising Sun Recorder. 
MY NATIVE STREAM. 
O! Laugbery, my native stream, 
Along thy banks how oft I’ve strayed 
And watch’'d the sun's inst setting beaw, 
Ast ling’ring on thy breast it play’d: 
I’ve stood and gazed upor thy tide 
As it Gow'd onward to the main, 
And felt that so my moments glide 
To never mere come back agalo. 


The lovely vale I'l! ne'er terget 
Through which thy rapid waters flew, 
Ia fancy’s dream I see it yet 
Jast as it look’d long years ago: 
I see the fields and lofty bills 
O’er which I rambled when a boy, 
The raptura of the virion Bilis 
My beast with pure unsullied joy. 


The nauie thidu’ bear’st forever keep 
Ia bepor of the <oldier brave 
Whose axbes on thy borders sleep, 
And not a stone telis of bis grave! 
But loving hearts sball cause to rise 
A monument dee, iaid and big, 
Which shall relate bis sad surprise, 
How, bravely fighting, be did die. 





My aative stream. I'l! never mere 
Live near thy waters swift sedaiser, 
onDEeR | May mever walk thy pebbied shive.: 
onew- Nor music of thy rippling sehriw ! 
on for | Yet *ceaes of childheed’s bappy'Bolérs 
1 good} _ Sulll bind me with magic spelt. 
My dear old bome, ft« walks and bow'ra, 
I bid ye all a long furewell. 


lately J. B. Gerarp, M.D. 








t 


some GRUSHED SNOWDROPS, ' 


THE STORY OF A TtRR.Baree > 


The children of Jerome Bonaparte Gerard and Mary Aikman (Agan) Hunter were: 

1. John Patrick Agan Gerard, b. 14 Nov. 1859, Hartford, (now Aurora) Ind. 

2. Elmer Ellsworth Gerard, b- 10 Sept. 1861, Hartford (now Aurora) Ind.; d. 1 Dec. 1933, 
Detroit, Mich.; m. (1) 4 July 1882, Puris, I1l., Eleanor Katherine Collins, of Terre 
Haute, Ind., dau. of Cornelius Collins (born in Ireland) and Eleanor (Kelleher) Collins 
of Indianapolis, Ind.; m. (2) Cleveland, 0., Ethel Durive Drake, dau. of Charles and 
Blizabeth (Eldridge) Drake; m. (3) Detroit, Mich., Mary Louise Sandegren, dau. of Thom- 
as Sandegren of Tacom, Wash. and they had a dau. Mary Louise Joy Gerard. Ur. Gerard 
was a realtor of Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, New York City and Seattle. 

Children of Blmer Ellsworth Gerard and Eleanor Katherine Collins were: 
1). Myrtle Eleanor Gerard, b. Indianapolis, Ind.; m. in Windsor, Ont. Canada, Dr. John 





Colvin Russell of Detroit, Liich., son of Samuel and Susan (Scofield) Russell of Mill- 
erton, New Brunswick, Canada. Their children: 

a. Virginia Elise Russell, died in Seattle, Wash-, 9 years of age. 

b. Lucille Stephanie Russell b. Seattle, Wash.; m. Detroit, Mich. (license issued in 
Bay City) William Lloyd VandeWater, b. in Holland, llich., son of Henry and Reke 
(Busch) VandewWater, grandson of William Vandelvater, b. in-The Netherlands. Their 
children are: William Lloyd Vandewater, Jr., John Colvin Russell Vande‘vater, Bar- 
bara Jeanne Vande'/ater and Stephen Henry VandewWater. 

John Colvin Russell, Jr., b. Seattle, Wash.; m. Ann Arbor, lich., liarjorie Lee 
Backus of Ypsilanti, Mich. (The Backus line is from Howell, liich.) 

d. James Gerard Russell, Jr., b. Detroit, Mich.; d. in infancy. 

Sarah Emily Gerard, b. Orlando, Fla.; d. in infancy. 

Ada Katherine Gerard, b. Orlando, Fla.; m. Vancouver, British Columbia, Can., Robert 
George Peters of Seattle, Wash., son of Anthony Peters (b. in The Netherlands) and 
Sarah Irving (b. in England) Peters of Brooklyn, N-Y. Their children: 

a. Robert George Peters, Jr., b- in Seattle, Wash.; m. Detroit, Mich., Helen Esther 
Rundell, dau. Roy Wilson and Leita (Roach) Rundell of Detroit, lich. Their chil- 
dren: Jeffrey tiichael Peters and Susan Jane Peters. 

Natalie Glenna Peters, b. Cold Spring on Hudson, N. Y.; d. in infancy. 

ce. Gerard Edwin Peters, b. Detroit, Mich.-; m. York, Pa., Nancy Hamer, dau. Richard 
and Liildred (De Jonge) Hamer of Harrisburg, Pa. 

Edna Liarie Gerard, b. Orlando, Fla.; m. Seattle, “iash-, Allen Mcihorter, son of Wil- 

liam Sayles and liay Belle (Allen) McWhorter of Detroit, iich., grandson of Richard 

Weber and Sarah Jane (Sears) Allen, great-grandson of Mark Washington and Porthema 

(Hurd) Allen of Newport New Hampshire. Their children: 

a. Ella iiay UucWhorter, b. Dayton, 0-3; m- Oklahoma City, Okla., George Washington Knox 

(the 3rd), son of George Washington Knox (the 2nd) and Alice Henrietta (ileers) Knox. 
Their children: George Washington Knox (the 4th) and Walter Allen Knox. 

William Gerard iicWhorter, b. St. Louis, lio.; m- Dallas, Tex., Frances Lambert. 

Their children: William Stewart Licihorter and Mary Elizabeth lLicwvhorter. 

Mary Jane licWhorter, b-. Hutchinson, Kans.; m. El Reno, Okla., Harry Gibbs Shroder, 
son of Harry Dee and aude Adeline (Gibbs) Shroder of Oklahoma City, Okla. Their 
children: Philip Allen Shroder and Susan Shroder. 

Dorothy Ann lLicYhorter, b. Hutchinson, Kans.; m. Dallas, Texas, Ralph Robert loser, 
Jr., son of Ralph Robert and liary Virginia (Heiney) Moser. Their children: Richard 
Warren Loser and Nancy Ann iioser. 

William Newell Gerard, b- Chicago, I1ll.; d. in infancy. 

Elsie Genevieve Gerard, b. Chicago, Ill.; m. Seattle, Wash., Everett Wayne Yates, b. 

Newman, Calif., son of John DeWitt and Ann (Reid) Yates of Modesto, Calif. Children: 

a. Durive Ann Yates, b. Seattle, Wash.; m. Pittsburgh, Pa., Lloyd Bernard Wilford, 

of Howard John and Antoinette (Urig) Wilford of Cleveland, 0. Their children are 
Wayne Howard Wilford and Donna Uae Wilford of Atlanta, Ga. 
Valerie Wayne Yates, b- Seattle, ‘ash.; m. Detroit, iiich., Joseph Byrne, son of 
James and liary Ann (Gannon) Bierne (old Irish spelling) of Battlebudge, Carrick on 
Shannon, Ireland. Their child is Mary Ellen Byrne. 

7). Elmer Ellsworth Gerard, Jr., b. Chicago, Jll.; d. Seattle, Wash., 20 years old. 

3. William Lee Gerard, b. Madison, Ind., 4 Aug. 1863; d. in infancy. 

4. Jerome Bonaparte Gerard, Jr., b. 2 Nov. 1865 in Stockton, I11.; d. Hopkinsville, Ky. 8 
July 1915; m. Hopkinsville, 14 Oct. 1895, Catherine Elizabeth Hooser, dau. David J. 
Hooser and Catherine Elizabeth (Talbot) Hcooser. ‘Catherine Elizabeth Talbot was the dau. 
of William Talbot and Elizabeth Allen. She was b. 16 June 1801, one of 8 sisters and 
one brother. Elizabeth Allen was the dau. of John Allen and Elizabeth Summers. Eliza- 
beth Summers, bd. 1782, m.- in Alexandria, Va. 1798, Henry Allen, b. Alexandria, Va. 2 Apr. 
1773 and d. Hopkinsville, Ky. 6 Nov. 1841. 





Jerom Bonaparte Gerard, Jr. and Catherine Elizabeth Hooser had one child: 

1). Elmer Agan Gerard, b. Hopkinsville, Ky-; m- Hopkinsville, ilarea Wallace iicCrae, 
of Frank and Ellen (Uoldenhauer) lhicCrae. Ellen Loldenhauer was b. Copenhagen, 
mark, dau. of Julius and Marea (Fogh) Moldenhauer. Their child: 

a. Alice McCrae Gerard, b. Miami, Fla. 


a 
a 





NILES-LANGDON-WAITE-BIELE RSCORD 
Contribute by Liss Edna ‘vaite, LlicCook, Nebraska 


This Bible is in the possession of the contributor, coming to her through her father, Harold 
P. Waite, from her grandmother, Avis Niles Waite. The title page reads: "The Holy Bible, 
containing the Old and New Testaments. Apocrypha and Concordance to which are added and In- 
dex and References. Published by iierriam, Lioore & Co. 1848" The family records are on 
pages in the middle of the volume between the Old anc New Testaments. 


John Niles, Born Oct. 10th 1784 A.D. in Steventown, R- I. 
EBlizebeth Langdon, Born Oct 3lst 1786 in Dorset, yt. 


Beliza J. Niles, born June 7th 1811 Aseneth born Oct 20th 1817 
Alzina 5. born Jan 6th 1813 Azem born June 9th 18619 
Narina born Nov. 24th 1815 Avis A. born Oct 15th 

All born in Swanton Vt. 


John Niles and Zlizabeth Langdon married Feb. 

Eeliza Niles and Jason Washburn married Nov. 2 

Alzina E. and John Wing Jr. married Jan. 1833 

Narina Niles and Ward Barney married Sept. sth 18-- 
Aseneth Niles and Rev. Arunah Lyon, married July 28, 1875 
Azem Niles and Carolina Ha---- married Liar. lst 1842 

Avis A. Niles and Pomeroy Waite married Dec. 25th 1851 


John Niles Died Jan 3d 1833 Alzina Wing Died June 1869 

Zlizebeth Niles Died Feb 9th 1865 Aseneth Niles Lyon died Oct 4th 1891 
Beliza J. Washburn died Jan lst 1871 Azem Niles April 16th 1904 

Narina Barney Died Liarch 1870 Avis Niles Waite Liay 26, 





IN MEIORY. Uarion Estelle Snvencer, daughter of John Cadwallader Spencer and Helen Li. Brown, 
was born Aug. £8, 1671 in Janesville, Wise. and married there Aug. 1, 1897 Joseph L. Hay. 
She died Feb. 22, 1951 in Detroit and was buried in Oak Hill Cemetery, Janesville, ‘Wisc. 
husband survives her. She grew up in the Lethodist Church, participating in all of the 
activities, Epworth League, Sunday School, the Ladies Aid Society and Woman's Foreign kisssion- 
ary Society. She taught Sunday School classes in both Janesville and Detroit and held many 
offices in the women's organizations of Central Liethodist Cchurch, Detroit. 

omniverous reader and kept up on all the current issues of the day althouch co 

house for several of her later years. She was a Charter Liember of The Detroit 

Genealogical Research, trecing her lines back to the Liayflower, to soldiers of 

of the Colonies and of the United States as well as to some of the great nanes of 

Egbert the Great, lst King of England; Charlemagne; Hugh Capet of France; Duncan, 

of Scotland; “illiam the Conqueror; Saire de Quincey of Liagna Carta Fame. 





QUERIES 


1261: M-56: WUDD:- Data desired on the follo.ing Mudd problems: 

Francis Clements made his will in Charles Co., lid., in 1760, mentioning two sisters, 
Elizabeth Mudd and Benedicta iiudd. Benedicta had a daughter, iildred. Who were the two 
Mudds, who married Elizabeth and Benedicta Clements? 

Who was Henrietta Liudd, who m- Ralphael Wheatly, Jan. 4, 1807? 

Wish parentage of the following four iiudd brothers and sisters of Charles Co., lid.: 
Zedekiah, b.- abt. 1815; Daniel, b. abt. 1826; Nellie Ann, m. lst, samuel Posey, m. 2nd, John 
Scott; Ellen Betty, m. Capt. Thos Highfield. 

U.S- Census of 1850, Baltimore, shows an Elizabeth liudd, age 80, living at the home of 
Thomas Glover, age 31, with wife, Sarah A., age 26, and four Glover children. Who was this 
Elizabeth Mudd, and who was Sarah A., the wife of Thomas Glover? 

Thomas James tiudd, b. near Bryantown, lid-, 1770/80, died in D- of C. after 1860. He m. 
lst in Washington, D.C., Nov. 11, 1802, Elizabeth Slye, m. 2nd, Jane Simms. 


1262: H-54: HOPKINS-WSAVER:- Want record of birth of Rhoda Hopkins and her bro. Weaver, chil- 
dren of Reuben and Phebe (Weaver) Hopkins, of Scituate, R-I. Rhoda, b. Nov. 14, 1779, d. 
1869, Oswego Co., N.Y., m. Andrew Druse of Springfield, Otsego Co., N.Y. 


1263: H-54: BILLINGS-BREED:- Want proof that Grace Billings, who m. at Colchester, Ct., 
June 10, 1779, Daniel Morgan, was dau. of Capt. Jesse Billings, b. 1737, Stonington, Ct. and 
his wife, Grace Breed, who were m. Mar. 5, 1761- All are bur. in Saratoga Co., N.Y. 


1264: T-15: WILLARD:=- Simon Willard married Oct. 5, 1758, Elizabeth Willard, lived at Lan- 
caster, Mass. Wish list of children, dates, and whom they married. 


1265: T-15: TARBELL:- Wish identity of liary, wife of Thomas Tarbell, who was an original 
proprieter at Groton in 1663. Would like list of children with dates and marriages. i/as he 
the original immigrant? 


1266: T-15: GERRISH:- Wish proof of the iaentity of the wife of William Gerrish. They mar- 
ried in 1645, and she is sometimes given as the widow of John Oliver, and sometimes as the 
daughter of Percival Lowle or Lowell. 


1267: S-45: BLACKWYOOD:- John Blackwood located on 500 acres of land in Gloucester Co., N.J. 
in 1740. The family came from Scotland, it is believed, about 1710. Marriages into the 
Clement, Shinn, Lioss, Shield, and Wills families are known. Information about the Blackwood 
family is desired. 


1268: P-21: THOMAS-PACKER:- Wish parentage of Annie F. Thomas, b. Feb. 21, 1796, Philadelphia 
Pa. Her mother was Blizabeth She m. Eli Packer in Pennsylvania and d. Apr. 19, 1871, 
Isabella Co., itich. Her middle name was, perhaps, Fry or Fletcher. Family tradition says 
that she had a half-brother, George rry of Cincinnati, and that her half-sister married into 
the NcCall family of magazine fame. 


269: P-21: GROOLIS-WASHBURN:- ‘sho were the parents of Harrison Grooms, b. Feb. 18, 1831, 
Adams Co., who m. Elizabeth Washburn? 


1270: P-21: MOWRER-PIATT:- who were the parents of Samuel Mowrer (Mowery-Liowrey), b. Mar. 15, 
1829, m- July 18, 1849, Jane Amanda Piatt, and d. Sept. 1903, Adams Co., Ohio? 
> 


1271: COATES-PACKER:- Who were the parents of Ann Coates, 1699, Dublin, Ireland, m. Philip 
Packer, New Jersey (7) and d. 1785, Chester Co., Pa.? 
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1272: P-21: WICKERS-PACKER:- Who were the parents of Elizabeth Vickers, who m. Eli Packer 
Nov. 18, 1778, Chester Co., Penn.? 


1273: K-8: BORDEN-TYLER-PARWELEE:- Azariah (or Bzeriah) Borden and his wife, Sally Tyler, 
came from Pultney, Steuben Co., N.Y. to Oakland Co., Mich. Sally Tyler was the dau. of 
Peter, b. 1761, Branford, Conn., d. Mar. 1850, Pultney, N-. Y-, and his wife Sarah Parmelee. 
Peter at the age of fourteen, gave Revolutionary War service. 

Children of Azariah and Sally were: 1. Ambrose Washington, d. 1844, Oakland Co., m. 
Sally Brown; 2. Charles; 3. Betsy, m- James Brown; 4- Laura, unm-; 5 Daniel, b. 1816, N.Y., 
d. 1869, Ionia Co., Mich.; 6 Zylpha, d.y-; 7. Samuel; 8. Louisa, unm; 9. Andrew, (7), m. 
1836, Bliza Ann Sisson; 10. Giles Tyler, m. Betsey Brown. 

The Bordens settled New Hudson, Oakland Co., probably in the 1830's. Wish data on 
Azariah, his wife, Sally Tyler, Peter Tyler, and Sarah Parmelee. 


1274: W-37: SUITH-ROHRABACHER:- Want ancestry of Nancy Ann Smith, b- New York State, June 20, 
1818; m. Mich. or N.Y. Dee. 29, 1836, Adam Rohrabacher, b. Feb. 10, 1816 near Ancram, N.Y. 
Nancy d. in Livingston Co., Mich-., Mar. 9, 1849, bur. prob. Fowlerville. Chn: William Henry 
Bb. Mar. 14, 1838, d. Dec. 13, 1638; Sarah Permelia (Pernaly?), b. Dec. 24, 1839, d. Oct. 1, 
1913; Jane Celestia, b. Dec. 22, 1843, d. Dec. 5, 1929; Gabrieélla, b. Apr. 17, 1846, d. Nov. 
24, 1925; John Charles, b. Oct. 4, 1848, d. Oct. 7, 1849. Adam's father was John Rohrabacher. 
Was Nancy Ann's father William or William Henry Smith? 


1275: Y-2: WHITING-RAYNOR-TAFT:- Truman Whiting, b- Aug. 24, 1810, Vt., d. May 2, 1889, m. 
Dec. 29, 1840, Eliza Hand Raynor, who d- Ionia, Mich., Aug. 25, 1886, age 76 yrs. Their son, 
James Baynor Whiting, b- June 16, 1845, Binghamton, N.Y., d. Nov. 19, 1914, m. July 22, 1867, 
Sophia Cordelia Taft, who d. Ionia, Mich., Aug- 11, 1934 age 85 yrs. Want data of their 
children: Dr. Minnie Bliza, John Melvin, Ellen Sophia and Erma Irene Whiting. 


1276: I-3: JELLEY:- Ancestry wanted of three brothers, William, James, and Edward Sutton 
Jelley who came from England with their mother, Isabella Jelley, about 1840. Edward the 
youngest, was about 2 years old at the time. Settled first in New York but boys came to 
Michigan and took up residence there. All three served in Union Army in Civil War. James 
Jelley enlisted with Co. C, 3rd Cavalry, Mich. troops at Kalamazoo, Mich. Edward Jelley en- 
listed in Co. H, 44th Illinois Infantry at Kalamazoo Aug- 1861 and was discharged for dis- 
ability in Feb. 1862. Re-enlisted in Co. C, 3rd Cavalry at Lawrence, Mich. in 1863. 


1277: M-68: BENTON-SHALLEY-BARTLETT:- Wanted parents of Charlotte Benton, b- 10-28-1783 or 
86, d. 7-3-1864, 78 years old; m. about 1803 Isaac Smalley, b. 10-23-1782, d. 2-10-1857, 

55 years of age. Both are buried Parma Corners, Monroe Co-, N-Y. According to family rec- 
ords parents of Isaac Smalley were James Smalley, b. Kent, Conn-, d- 9-7-1784, and Sarah 
Bartlett, a widow in 1790, living in Norwich, Conn. James Smalley, Rev. soldier 2-10-1781. 


1278: R-30: CARTER-WILSON:- Wish names of both parents of John Carter of English descent, who 
settled in Pennsylvania at, or near, Brnadywine, and left there for Frederick Co. Virginia 
during the Revolutionary War, on account of hostilites at Brandywine. In 1800 he bought what 
is known as the Jones property about one mile east of Winchester, Va. 

John Carter b- (when and where), m. Elizabeth Wilson ? (when and where). Their children 
were: Robert; James; William, never married; Joseph W., d- 12/19/1836, m. 5/2/1826, Elizabeth 
Neil Barnett, who d. 5/24/1866; John, b. 1787, d. 2/1842, m. Susan Pitman 2/17/1818, no issue; 
Mary Susan "Polly" b. 1780, d. 5/2/1860, m. John Rutherford of Tenn. , 1/20/1818; Elizabeth, 
m. 9/6/1816 Joseph Keerfoot Carter; Sydney, m. Henry f Baker; Sallie, d. single. 

Where did John Carter live before settling at Brandywine, Pénnsylvania? The dates 
given above are recorded in Winchester, Virginia. 








NOTES OF THE SOCIETY 


You will note in this issue of the Magazine several features devoted to early Detroit his- 
tory. Detroit is 250 years old this year and like all the other groups of our town we are 
giving the anniversary special note and emphasis. . . Member W. T. MaWhinney of Flint writes 
enthusiastically of the long expected publication of the Dana Genealogy. He corresponded 
with Miss Elizabeth Dana in the early twenties when she was working on the revision of the 
genealogy published in 1860. The work was not finished when she died at 93 years but has 
since been completed by a nephew of Miss Dana and Henry W. Longfellow, “and a collaborator. 
Only 300 copies will be produced and the price is $20. - . Member liabel Keech of Chicago 
has been appointed genealogist of the SAR of Chicago and will spend her afternoons at the 
society's headquarters in the loop. . - There has been sadness and death in the homes of 
several of our members this year: Ur. Bacon Vaughan‘ts oldest daughter, Hilda Dodson died 
suddenly December 10; Lucy Mary Kellogg's father died in February; ir. Moyer, one of our 
early presidents, died March 17th in California. Our sympathy goes out to the bereaved. 


ir. Maurice W. Fox, circulation manager of the Magazine, recently undertook a campaign to 
add more members and subscribers to our Society and iagazine. He personally agreed to look 
for data on three ancestors for new subscribers during a limited period. While this offer 
was in effect, lir. Fox was a full time attendant at the library. He worked hard as well as 
long and was able to help some people a good deal. He also re-chewed some of the old prob- 
lems that have had genealogists baffled for years. All in all it was a noble experiment 

and brought a number of new members into the Society. But it also emphasized that on a reg- 
ular basis, the Society has not the man-power or woman-power to offer research as a regular 
service to members. We do offer query privileges to all members. Why don't you all use it? 
And why don't you answer some of the queries that come within your scope? 


Our member, Louis C. C. Cramton, jurist and member of the state legislature, has had much 
publicity lately in connection with his advocacy of the re-establishment of the one man 
grand jury system. . . Reprinted from the Detroit News: "Robert W. Allen, Coldwater geneal- 
ogist, has traced his own ancestry back to Hugh the Great of England. Hugh was the fellow 
who led a crusade on Jerusalem in 1906." This is the sort of typographical error that makes 
contributors mad. And may we add, when the Magazine prints such errors, our poor, unpaid, 
unsung proofreader suffers great anguish too. . ~. On April 15, our Francis Wering Robinson, 
Curator of Ancient and Liedieval Art, appeared on a WWJ-TV program in an interview featuring 
the arms and armor exhibit at the Art Institute. . . Mr. Joseph L. Hay, husband of our de- 
ceased charter member, will take lirs. Hay's place under her number H-3. Welcome lir. Hay! . 

Chief parliamentarian, Maurice Fox, conducted an all day examination for parliamentarians 
May 3, for the National Association of Parliamentarians. 


Norman C. Moffatt, oldest son of Mr. and irs. J. Cecil Moffatt, married Alice Tessler on 

May 12 at St. Paul's Cathedral, Detroit. And while we have the Lioffatts in mind, we might 
also mention that enterprising second son, Thomas, who wanted to both see the world and be- 
gin his college education. He is finishing his year at Hawaii University, Honolulu in June. 
- - Writes Lirs. Shiland of Port Huron, liich., "liy son is using one of your small charts, as 
one of the cub scout achievements is to find out facts regarding family history." ..A let- 
ter from Warren li. Packer of Fort Lauderdale, Fla. tells of his many activities. He had a 
display at a recent Hobby Show, that illustrated the different records from which genealogi- 
cal facts may come - church records, books, wills, vital records, family Bibles, etc. He is 
also active in Little Theater work under the direction of Beatrice Booth Colony, a grand- 
daughter- of John Wilkes Booth. . - On April 4, our Urs. Sperry received the Silver Sheaf Cer- 
tificate awarded for her 50 years continuous membership in the Pittsfield, iiich. Grange. 


One of the Society's seals on your envelope will add prestige to your genealogical corres- 
pondence. These seals are available to members; 250 for $1 or 125 for 50¢. 
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